
31 July 2020              Auction Review    

Sotheby’s Hong Kong, 11 July  
Monochrome   
41 Lots, 35 Lots Sold (85% by lot).   
Low Estimate: HK$82.65m, Sold HK$257,72m 
(US$33,250) 
The Harry Garner Reticulated Vase 
Low Estimate: HK$70m, Sold HK$70.4m (US$9,08m) 

Marchant – Fifty Qing Imperial Porcelains 
50 Lots, 44 Lots Sold (88% by lot). 
Low Estimate: HK$27.7m, Sold HK$42.14m (US$5.6m 
Important Chinese Art   
89 Lots, 53 Lots Sold (60% sold by lot). 
Low Estimate - HK$128.09m, Sold HK$99.45m (US$13.3m) 

Season Totals. Lots: 181, Total Sold 133 (73% by lot).  
Low Estimate: HK$308.44m (US$40m), Sold HK$469.71m (US$60.6m) 
2019 Spring Season Total: HK$633.1m. Total Lots: 364, Total Sold 236 (65%) 
Photographs © Sotheby’s. 

There were solid results at Sotheby’s July Hong Kong sales, with 133 of 
the 181 lots in total selling (73% by lot), resulting in a total of 
HK$469.71 against a low estimate of HK$308.44m. Sales were down 
only 25% on the same season last year, which was quite an 
achievement considering that this was from around half the number of 
lots consigned.  

Despite the ongoing issues with the Covid-19 pandemic, viewing 
numbers were positive, which would indicate that people are making 
an effort to return to business as usual. 

However, despite the positive overall result, it is is worth looking closer 
at the different levels of the market to assess what is really happening. 
A study of the top lots at Sotheby’s reveals that pieces at this level of 
the market are selling at a rate of around 75%, but usually at or below 
the low estimate. (Please see top lots below).  

Two of these lots failed to sell, the first was lot 3624, the Xuande mark 
and period blue and white purification bowl (Estimate HK$12-18m). It 
had last sold at Sotheby’s Hong Kong on 11 April 2008 as part of the 
Leshantang Collection for HK$8.16m. One would have thought that 12 
years later, the pre-sale estimate was realistic, especially as prices had 
accelerated significantly during the 2010-2011 market boom. This is 
perhaps an indication that the market is hesitant to get behind pieces 
at this level where they have been offered at auction previously and 
thus already have a high bench mark value in the market.  

The other major piece not to sell at this level was lot 3626, the rare early 
Ming dynasty cloisonné enamel monk’s cap ewer. It had been offered 
at Christie’s Paris on 12 June last year without a date and at an estimate 

Lot 1. The magnificent Harry Garner yangcai 
reticulated vase, Qianlong seal market and period, 
31.4cm high, sold for HK$70.4m (Estimate 
HK$70-90m).

Lot. A magnificent and extremely rare blue and 
white ‘winged dragon’ jarlet, vase, Chenghua 
mark and period, 8.8cm diameter, sold for 
HK$33.77m (Estimate HK$20-30m).



of €8,000-12,000 and went on to sell for €322,000. After a little light 
cleaning, the piece was fully dated this time and estimated HK$20-30m, 
but the market was not interested in getting behind it at this level.  

The mid to upper mid level of the market (HK$500,000-5m) tells a very 
different story and sale results at this price point were much more 
buoyant. Some particularly strong results were seen amongst the 
Chinese furniture pieces in the Monochrome sale. Please see Some 
Outstanding Results from the July Hong Kong Sales below for some of 
the best results at this level of the market from both auction houses this 
season.  

The most significant lot of the day and of the season was the Harry 
Garner imperial yangcai Qianlong mark and period reticulated vase. It 
had an impeccable provenance and had initially been own by Sir Harry 
Garner and Henry Knight. It was recently discovered by a dutch art 
consultant Johan Bosch van Rosenthal in a rural house in the 
Netherlands belonging to descendants of Henry Knight.  

There have only been three imperial Qianlong reticulated vases offered 
in the last ten years, the first was the larger yellow ground ‘fish’ example 
which had been offered at Bainbridge auction room in West London in 
November 2010, where it sold for an astounding £51.6m. However the 
sale was never completed and it is believed that the vendor eventually 
sold it privately to a Hong Kong collector for around half this amount.  

The next example was the pair to this vase that had been purchased by 
a Japanese collector in 1924 from the dealer Yamanaka & Company. It 
sold at Sotheby’s Hong Kong on 3 October 2018 for just under 
HK$150m. Despite it not quite reaching its pre-sale expectations, the 
sale of the Garner vase is still a good result in the current market and at 
31.4cm, it was quite a lot smaller than the the two other more trophy 
size vases, which were each just over 40cm high. 

Top Lots at Sotheby’s Hong Kong   

Lot 1. The magnificent and highly 
important yangcai reticulated vase, 
Qianlong seal mark and period, 
31.5cm high, sold for HK$70.4m 
(Estimate HK$70-90m).

Lot 3625. A magnificent blue and 
white ‘winged dragon’ jarlet, 
Chenghua mark and period, 8.8cm 
diameter, sold for HK$33.77m 
(Estimate HK$20-30m).

Lot 3629. An imperial jade ‘Bazheng 
Maonian Zhi Bao’ seal , Qing dynasty, 
Qianlong period, 6.5cm high, sold for 
HK$18.17m (Estimate HK$20-25m).

Lot 110. A superbly carved cinnabar 
lacquer ’pomegranate’ box and 
cover, Yongle mark and period, 
31.5cm diameter, sold for HK$15m 
(Estimate HK$16-18m).

Lot 124. An important and exquisite 
white jade ‘Chicken cup’, Qing dynasty, 
Qianlong period, 7.6cm diameter, sold 
for HK$12.17m (Estimate HK$10-15m).

Lot 3626. An extremely rare and 
important cloisonné enamel and gilt-
bronze monks-cap ewer, early Ming 
dynasty, 22.5cm high.  
Unsold (Estimate HK$20-30m).

Lot 124. An important and exquisite white jade 
‘Chicken cup’, Qing dynasty, Qianlong period, 7.6cm 
diameter, sold for HK$12.17m (Estimate HK$10-15m).

Lot 110. A superbly carved cinnabar lacquer 
’pomegranate’ box and cover, Yongle mark and 
period,  31.5cm diameter, sold for HK$15m 
(Estimate HK$16-18m).

Lot 3624. A fine and extremely rare  blue 
and white ritual purification bowl, Xuande 
mark and period, 19cm diameter.  Unsold 
(Estimate HK$12-18m).



Christie’s Hong Kong, 09 July. 
Important Chinese Ceramics and  
Works of Art   
115 Lots, 71 Lots Sold (61% by Lot).  
Low Estimate - HK$82.18m, Sold HK$64.02m (US$8.25). 
Buddhist Art Under the Empire   
25 Lots, 18 Lots Sold (72% by lot). 
Low Estimate - HK$23.84m, Sold HK$35.5m (US$5.02m).  

Season Totals. Lots: 140, Total Sold 89 (64% by lot).  
Low Estimate: HK$106.02m (US$13.67m), Sold HK$99.52m (US$13.44m) 
2019 Spring Season Total: HK$398.1m. Lots: 255, Total Sold 184 (72%) 
Photographs © Christies.


Christie’s sales by comparison were smaller numerically by lots and by 
value. Of the 140 lots offered in total, 89 sold (64%), which totalled 
HK$99.52m against a pre-sale estimate of HK$106.02m. However, the 
theme sale Buddhist Art Under Empire performed well with 18 of the 23 
lots selling with a total of HK$35.5m against a low of HK$23.8m.  

The top selling lot of the sale and the day was lot 2705, the extremely 
rare Qianlong mark and period copper-red monks cap ewer, which sold 
for HK$9.12m against a presale estimate of HK$1.2-1.8m. Christie’s had 
sold it in Hong Kong twice previously, the first time on 20 March 1990 
where it was purchased by T.T. Tsui and later exhibited at the Tsui 
Museum of Art. It was sold again on 29 April 2002, where it had sold for 
HK$896,250.  

It is based on an early Ming form of which two are known to exist in 
copper-red, both from the Qing court collection. In the Qing dynasty, 
they were first revived in the Kangxi period, but these examples have a 
more rounded body and a straighter neck. The Qianlong examples, of 
which only a few are known, follow the early Ming shape more closely 
and combine an attractive, well proportioned form with the striking deep 
red glaze. The shape is further accentuated by the thinning of the red 
glaze to white at its edges.   

The second highest selling lot was lot 2703, the very rare Xuande mark 
and period gilt-bronze figure of Buddha Shakyamuni. The figure sits in 
quiet contemplation on a double lotus base, with his hands in 
dhyanamudra and the earth touching bhumisparsamudra. The quality of 
the casting is particularly fine, especially in the detailed rendering of the 
facial features, the folds of the robes and the crispness of the lotus petals 
to the base. The rich, deep colour of the gilding further enhances the 
figure and it sold for HK$8.76m, well beyond its HK$4-6m presale 
estimate.  

Lot 2705. A very rare copper-red glazed monk’s cap 
ewer, Qianlong six-character seal mark and period, 
sold for HK$9.12m (Estimate HK$1.2m-1.8m).

Lot 2703. A very rare and superb gilt-bronze 
figure of Buddha Shakyamuni, Xuande six-
character presentation mark and period, 27cm 
high, sold for HK$8.76m (Estimate HK$4-6m).



The various owner sale of Important Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art 
proved more difficult and of the 115 lots offered, 71 sold (61% by lot), 
netting HK$64.02m against a low estimate of HK$82.18m. The major lot 
of the sale, lot 2827, the very rare Xuande mark and period blue and 
white ‘pomegranate’ dish, estimated at HK$20-20m was unfortunately  
passed in. 

One of the early highlights of the sale was lot 2801, the fine and very 
rare Southern Song dynasty Longquan celadon cylindrical vase. This 
piece, was originally part of an unnamed Japanese temple collection 
and expresses the restrained aesthetic of the Song dynasty, with its 
complete lack of ornamentation and its simple cylindrical shape. It also 
displayed the most sought after ‘kinuta’ turquoise green colour, but 
despite this, it sold just below its $4-6m at HK$3.72m.  

Another highlight of the sale was lot 2833, the magnificent Ming dynasty 
polychrome-enamelled model a celestial official. The figure sits 
majestically on a throne, wearing long flowing robes in bright green, 
yellow, turquoise, aubergine and cream colours. Large scale figures like 
these are rare, however this figure and six others were believed to have 
been owned by J. Pierpont Morgan (1837-1913) and were sold on 29 
May 1974 at the at the family home ‘Salutation’ West Island, Glen Cove, 
New York after the death of Louise C. Morgan. It sold for HK$3.72m 
against its HK$700,000-900,000 estimate. 

Despite the backdrop of a very uncertain market and difficulties in 
exhibiting and holding their sales, both auction houses did really well to 
field sales at all this season and especially in the same week, which had 
not been the case since October 2004. It will no doubt be interesting to 
see how these are followed up in the autumn season. 

Top Lots at Christie’s Hong Kong   

Lot 2703. A very rare and superb gilt-
bronze figure of Buddha Shakyamuni, 
Xuande six-character presentation mark 
and period, 27cm high, sold for HK$8.76m 
(Estimate HK$4-6m).

Lot 2705. A very rare copper-red glazed 
monk’s cap ewer, Qianlong six-character seal 
mark and of the period, 19.2cm high, sold for 
HK$9.12m (Estimate HK$1.2m-1.8m).

Lot   2827. A very rare blue and white 
‘pomegranate’ dish, Xuande six-character 
mark and of the period, 29.8cm diameter, 
Unsold.  (Estimate HK$20-30m). 

Lot 2843. A large and very rare moulded 
and caved celadon-glazed vase, Qianlong 
impressed six-character seal mark and of 
the period, 48.2cm, sold for HK$4.45m 
(Estimate HK$3-5m).

Lot 2801. A fine and very rare Longquan 
celadon cylindrical vase, Southern Song 
dynasty, 17.8cm high,  sold for HK$3.72m 
(Estimate HK$4-6m).

Lot 2801, the fine and very rare Longquan 
celadon cylindrical vase, Southern Song dynasty, 
sold for HK$3.72 (Estimate HK$4-6m).

Lot 2833. A magnificent polychrome-enamelled model of 
a celestial official , Ming dynasty, 114.4cm high, sold for 
HK$3.72m (Estimate HK$700,000-900,000m).

Lot 2834. A very rare blue and white ‘erotic’ 
vase, late Ming-early Qing dynasty, mid-17th 
century, 39.7cm high. Unsold. (Estimate 
HK$4.5-5.5m).



Lot 3122. An extremely rare famille rose 
‘Xiwangmu’ vase, attributed to Tang 
Jintang, Qing dynasty, Yongzheng 
period, dated 1730, sold for HK$6.41m 
(Estimate 800,000-1.2m).

Lot 3133. A very rare wucai duck 
and lotus bowl, Qing dynasty, 
Kangxi period, sold for HK$2.75m 
(Estimate $800,000-1.2m.)

Lot 3135. A large wucai ‘dragon 
and phoenix’ dish, Kangxi mark 
and period, sold for HK$1.37m 
(Estimate $500,000-700,000).

Lot 3109. A coral-ground 
famille rose bowl, Qianlong 
seal mark and period, sold 
for HK$1.75m (Estimate 
900,000-1.2m).

Lot 3106 A fine and rare  
lavender -glazed bowl, 
Yongzheng mark and 
period, sold for HK$2m 
(Estimate $800,000-1m).

Lot 3119. A fine ru-type octagonal 
vase, Qianlong seal mark and 
period, sold for HK$1m 
(Estimate$350,000-450,000)

Lot 123. A huanghuali bookcase, early 
Qing dynasty, 17th century, sold for  
HK$7.45m (Estimate $800,000-1.2m). 

Lot 107. A pair of huanghuali continuous 
horseshoe back armchairs, Quanyi, late Ming 
dynasty, sold for HK$6.89m (Estimate $1-2m). 

Lot 103. A rare huanghuali ebony-inset painting 
table, Huazhuo, Qing dynasty, sold for HK$7.97m 
(Estimate $1.5-2.5m).

Lot 2810, A fine and rare carved 
Ding ‘lotus’ incense box and cover, 
Northern Song dynasty, sold for 
HK$3m (Estimate $1.5-2.5m).

Lot 2856. A pair of shoushan soapstone  
seals for Prince Yi, Kangxi-Yongzheng 
period, sold for HK$2.75m  
(Estimate $400,000-600,000). 

Lot 2859. A tianhuang oval seal, Qing 
dynasty, sold for HK$1.37m  
(Estimate $240,000-400,000).

Lot 2703. A very rare and superb gilt-
bronze figure of Buddha Shakyamuni, 
Xuande mark and period, sold for 
HK$8.76m (Estimate $4-6m).

Lot 2702. A very rare and finely cast 
gilt-bronze figure of Maitreya, 
Yongle mark and period, sold for 
HK$4.32m (Estimate $2.5-3.5m).

Lot 2899. A very rare huanghuali waistless 
corner-leg rectangular stool, 
Xhanfangdeng, Qing dynasty, 18th/19th 
century sold for HK$1.43m (Estimate 
$700,000-900,000).

Sotheby’s

Lot 2833. A magnificent polychrome-
enamelled model of a celestial official,  
Ming dynasty, sold for HK$3.72m, 
(Estimate $700,000-900,000). 

Lot 2705. A very rare copper-red 
glazed monk’s cap ewer, Qianlong 
seal mark and period, sold for 
HK$9.12m (Estimate $1.2-1.8m).

Lot 3636. A portrait of a dog, signed Bandalisha, 
Qing dynasty, early 18th century, sold for HK$1.5m 
(Estimate $600,000-800,000).

Lot 3625.  A magnificent and extremely rare blue 
and white ‘winged dragon’ jarlet, Chenghua mark 
and period, sold for HK$33.77m (Estimate 
$20-30m).

Important Chinese Art

Lot 115. A rare huanghuali ‘kui dragon’ couch-bed, 
Luohanchuang, Ming dynasty, 17th century, sold for 
HK$48.76 (Estimate $3-5m).

Buddhist Art Under Empire

Marchant: Fifty Qing 
Imperial Porcelains

Some Outstanding Results  
from the July Hong Kong Sales 
Photographs © Christie’s and Sotheby’s

MonochromeChristie’s

Important Chinese Ceramics  
and Works of Art



Bonhams New York   
Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art,  
21 July.  
194 Lots, 117 Lots Sold (61% by lot).   
Low Estimate -$1.69m, Sold $1.69m. 
Top 5: Photographs © Bonhams.   

Bonhams New York held their first hybrid or live online sale, which was sold remotely by their auctioneer 
in London. The results were pretty solid throughout, but it was reported that the jade section (a material 
that needs to be personally handled) suffered from potential buyers having to rely mainly on remote 
viewing. The Kelton Collection of China trade paintings added historical interest to the beginning of the 
sale, but this area of the market is still proving quite difficult and the sell through rate of this section was 
only 52% by lot.   

Personal Picks of the sale 

1.

2.

Top 5 Results:  
1. Lot 47. A pair of huanghuali continuous yokeback chairs, Nanguanmaoyi, late 19th/early 20th century, sold for. $206,325. (Estimate $10,000-15,000). 
2. Lot 58.  A huanghuali yokeback armchair, Sichutou Guanmaoyi, 17th century and later modifications, sold for $187,575. (Estimate $50,000-70,000). 
3. Lot 194.  Zhang Daqian (1899-1983), Lotus,1978, 176cm x 94.6cm, sold for $137,575. (Estimate $120,000-150,000). 
4. Lot 172. Style of Yuan Jian (active 1690-1746), Landscape, 61cm by 102.7cm, sold for $112,575 (Estimate $30,000-50,000). 
5. Lot 187. Wu Changshuo (1844-1927), Plum Blossom, 204.5cm by 64.5cm, sold for $100,075. (Estimate $30,000-50,000).

5.3.4.

Lot 8. Attributed to Lamqua, portrait of Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, oil on canvas, 48.3 x 66cm, sold for $87,575. (Estimate 
$70,000-90,000). 
Lot 57. A white jade ‘dragon’ carving, 17th/18th century, 5.5cm long, sold for $13,825. (Estimate $3,000-5,000).    
Lot 53. A cloisonné enamel-inset huanghuali side table, panel 16th/17th century, table, 18th century, 78.2cm 94.6 x 47.5cm, sold 
for $77,575, (Estimate $8,000-12,000). 
Lot 157. A small ‘Guan’-type hu-form vase , Qianlong seal mark and period, 14.6cm high, sold for $26,325. (Estimate 
$20,000-30,000).      



Christie’s Hong Kong Online Only 
Cultivating Delight: Collecting Chinese Art 
Date: 15 July.  
Lots offered: 114 Lots. 
Lots sold: 75 Lots Sold.  
Percentage sold 66% by lot.    
Sold HK$13.28m (US$1.7m). 
Top 5 lots:      
Photographs © Christie’s 



Christie’s New York Online Only 
Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art 
Date: 24 July.  
Lots offered: 118 Lots. 
Lots sold: 90 Lots Sold.  
Percentage sold 76% by lot.    
Low Estimate: $1.11m 
Sold $2.53m. 
Top 5 lots:      
Photographs © Christie’s 

 




