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Christie’s Paris  Art D’Asia, 23 June.  
 223 Lots, 173 Lots Sold (77.5% by lot).   
Low Estimate - €2.889m, Sold €7.12m (US$8m). 
Top 5: Photographs © Christie’s      

Christie’s had the stronger sale of the two main offerings of the week in Paris and had benefited by 
combining forces with London on consignments. Selling rates in this and other sales in June and early July 
have been high, averaging over 75%, which points to the fact that auctioneers have read the mood of the 
market pretty well and have put together well curated offerings.  

Christie’s sale realised €7.12m, nearly two and a half times the lower estimate and had an interesting 
variety of material. The 15th century Vietnamese blue and white peony jar, was a record price in this 
category and realised €406,000.  Another top highlight was the gilt- bronze figure of Marichi, illustrated 
on the cover, which sold for €514,000 against an estimate of €200,000-300,000. 

Personal Picks of the sale 
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Top 5 Results:  
1. Lot 93. Qi Baishi (1863-1957), Pivoines,  51 x 31.5cm. €778,000 (US$873,000). Estimate €30,000-50,000. 
2. Lot 22.  A rare and important cloisonné box and cover, Ming dynasty 15th century, 16.7cm diameter. €586,000 (US$658,000). Estimate €50,000-70,000. 
3. Lot 43.  A gilt-bronze figure of Marichi, Qing dynasty, Kangxi period, 43cm high. €514,000 (US$577,000). Estimate €200,000-400,000. 
4. Lot 113. A blue and white glazed stoneware jar, Vietnam, 15th century, 33cm high. . €406,000 (US$456,000) Estimate €15,000-20,000. 
5. Lot 150.  A rare ruby ground Falangcai ‘floral’ bowl, Yongzheng Yuzhi mark and period, 9.2cm diameter. €382,000 (US$430,000). Estimate 
€120,000-150,000.
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Lot 11. A rare hard stone-inlaid octagonal zitan display cabinet, Qing dynasty, 18th/19th century , 22cm diameter. Sold for €60,000.  (Estimate €20,000-30,000). 
Lot 12. A rare, small mother of pearl-inlaid low table, Kangzhuo, 39cm x 19.9cm x 9.1cm19cm. Sold for €150,000 (Estimate €15,000-20,000). 
Lot 82. Two rare and important album pages, Qing dynasty, Qianlong period. Sold for €200,000 (Estimate €50,000-70,000). 
Lot 122. A large blue and white and copper-red ‘Magpies and cormorants’ vase, Qing dynasty, 18th century, Sold for €43,750. Estimate €30,000-40,000).



Sotheby’s Paris  Art D’Asia, 18 June.  
136 Lots, 114 Lots Sold (84% by lot).   
Low Estimate - €527,800m, Sold €977,125 (US$1.09m). 
Top 5:  Photographs © Sotheby’s     

Sotheby’s Paris sale was a smaller offering than usual, with only 136 lots and a low estimate of €527,800. 
However, despite this the demand was strong, with a sale total of €977,125 and a sell through rate of 84%. 
The major highlight of the sale was lot 12, the large Qianlong seal mark and period ‘lotus’ vase. Despite a 
star crack to the base and a crack to one handle, it sold for €237,500 against an estimate of 
£150,000-250,000. The second most significant piece was the Qianlong period tripod gilt-bronze and 
cloisonné censer and cover. Standing on three elephant head feet and with a pierced dragon finial, the 
body was unusually decorated with archaic inspired panels. Estimated quite conservatively at 
€15,000-20,000, it sold for €106,250.  
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Top 5 Results:   
1. Lot 12. A rare large blue and white ‘lotus’ vase, Qianlong seal mark and period, 52.4cm high. €237,500 (US$267,000). Estimate €150,000-250,000. 
2. Lot 35 A gilt-bronze and cloisonné censer and cover, Qing dynasty, Qianlong period, 37.5cm high. €106,250 (US$120,000). Estimate €15,000-20,000. 
3. Lot 28. An imperial silk ‘five dragon’ carpet, Qing dynasty, 19th century, 277x 186cm. €40,000 (US$45,000). Estimate €8,000-12,000. 
4. Lot 72. A copper-red-decorated bottle vase, Qing Dynasty, 18th/19th century, 39.2 cm high. . €40,000 (US$45,000) Estimate €1,500-2,500. 
5. Lot 13.  A rare large blue and white 'landscape' inscribed jar, Qing Dynasty, Kangxi period, dated to the gengzi year (in accordance with 1720) 
55.5cm high. €35,000 (US$39,300). Estimate €8,000-12,000.



Woolley and Wallis  
Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art,  
01 July.  
163 Lots 129 Lots Sold (79% by lot).   
Low Estimate - £788,000 Sold £1.59m (US$2m). 
Top 5: Photographs © Woolley & Wallis.   
     

Woolley and Wallis held their first major sale of Chinese art in the UK on 01 July and the results were solid 
across the board. In the context of the current situation, it was not so surprising that no major six or seven 
figure pieces were consigned to the sale, but despite this, there was a genuine demand for quality pieces, 
which generally sold well beyond their presale estimates.  

The breakdown of the main sections of the sale were as follows: 
Fine Chinese Paintings: 39 Lots. 32 Lots Sold 82%. Low Estimate £116,500, realised £276,687 (US$345,000).  
Important British Private Collection: 39 Lots. 38 Sold. 97%. Low Estimate £162,199, realised £483,225 (US$603,000). 
Fine Chinese Works of Art: 85 Lots. 58 Lots Sold 68%. Low Estimate £509,300, realised £837,875 (US$1.04m).    

The 39 lot British private collection was a great addition to the sale and every lot except one sold and 
realised nearly three times the lower estimate. The sale overall realised £1.59m against a low estimate of 
£788,000 with 79% selling by lot. This was the first sale that I have personally attended this year and it was 
interesting to witness the style of auctioneering, which was over 90% to the telephone and internet. 
Despite flawless auctioneering, it was generally slower, which is the nature of selling in this way.  

Personal Picks of the sale 

Lot 55. A rare langyao incense burner, 18th century, 22cm diameter. Sold for £33,750 (Estimate £3,000-5,000). 
Lot 64. A bronze ‘dragon’ incense burner, Ming dynasty, 19cm diameter. Sold for £36,250 (Estimate £4,000-6,000). 
Lot 89. A small imperial agate ‘heavenly dove’ vase, Qianlong mark and period. Sold for £35,000 (Estimate £8,000-12,000). 
Lot 113. A large copper-red ‘five dragon’ vase, 18th century. Sold for £32,500 Estimate £8,000-12,000).
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Top 5 Results: 
1. Lot 112  A pair of Qing dynasty large lapis lazuli models of elephants, 52.4cm high. Sold for £85,000 (US$106,000). (Estimate £20,000-30,000). 
2. Lot 15. Zhang Daqian (1899-1983), Farewell to a good friend, 76cm x 43cm. Sold for £62,500 (US$120,000). (Estimate (50,000-70,000). 
3. Lot 81. A rhinoceros horn ‘chilong and lingzhi’ libation cup, 17th/early 18th century. 16.66cm long. Sold for. £60,000 (US$75,000). (Estimate £20,000-30,000). 
4. Lot 41. A blue and white ‘longevity’ sleeve vase,Transitional, circa 1640, 45 cm high. Sold for £57,500 (US$72,000). (Estimate £6,000-8,000). 
5. Lot 78. A rhinoceros horn brush rest, 17th/18th century, 14.5cm high. Sold for £45,000 (US$56,000). (Estimate £7,000-9,000).



Sotheby’s New York Online Only 
The Hundred Antiques: Fine and Decorative Asian Art  
Date: 24 June.  
Lots offered: 297 Lots 
Lots sold: 218 Lots Sold  
Percentage sold 73% by lot.    
Sold $3.04m  
Top 5 lots:      
Pieces were on view at Sotheby’s by appointment.  
Photographs © Sotheby’s 



Sotheby’s Hong Kong Online Only 
A Selection of Buddhist Art from the Collection of Cheng Huan  
Date: 30 June.  
Lots offered: 90 Lots. 
Lots sold: 87 Lots Sold.  
Percentage sold 97% by lot.    
Sold HK$5.73m (US$735,000). 
Top 5 lots:      
Photographs © Sotheby’s 


