
Auction News 

Two 18th century Yangcai vases have been 
successfully sold in Paris over the last month 
as sales resume after the lockdown.   

The first was with Millon auctioneers under the expert guidance of 
Jean Gauchet and was a Yongzheng period Yancai garlic necked 
‘deer’ vase.  It came from a private collection in Brussels and had 
been purchased in England in the 1950s. It bore a label from John 
Sparks Ltd, London.   

It was similar in shape to the more complex Qianlong seal mark 
and period example that sold at Sotheby’s Paris on 12 June 2018 
for €16.18m (see image below), which had been brought in for 
appraisal in a shoe box, having been stored in the vendor’s attic 
for some years.  

Despite having a 1cm hairline crack to the rim, this vase went on  
to sell for €331,000 against an estimate of €60,000-80,000.  

The second vase was offered on 
the 16th of June at Ader and 
Nordmann under the guidance of  
Cabinet Portier.  It was quoted as having 
come from a military captain in the 19th 
century,  who was awarded a Légion 
d’honneur in 1860 and died in 1870.   
  
The vase has some design similarities to a 
double gourd one sold at Sotheby’s Hong 
Kong in April 2009. Both display highly 
ornate coloured sgraffiato grounds with the 
incorporation of acanthus and the 
triangular geometrical ‘paddy field’ 
triangular  motifs. The latter had derived 
from damask textile designs of the period 
which were inspired by 16th century 
patchwork textiles.    

Ader Nordmann had a reduced and 
regulated public viewing and after half an 
hour of bidding, it sold for €2.47m against 
an estimate of €600,000-800,000. 

Lot 1. A yangcai ‘deer’ vase, Yongzheng 
period (1723-1735), 28cm high, sold for 
€331,500 (estimate €60,000-80,000) at 
Millon auctioneers (expert Jean Gauchet) in 
Paris on 20 May 2020. Photograph © Millon. 

Sotheby’s Paris: A ‘Yangcai crane and 
deer ruyi vase’, Qianlong seal mark 
and period (1736-1795), 28cm, sold 
for €16.18m on 

12 June 2018.  

Photograph © Sothebys. 

Lot 30. A yangcai yellow ground vase, Qianlong 
seal mark and period, 26.3cm high, at Ader and 
Nordmann (expert Cabinet Portier) in Paris on 
16 June 2020, sold for €2.47m.

Photograph © Cabinet Portier.



Sale Diary 
12-24 June - Sotheby’s. New York. *The Hundred Antiques: Fine & Decorative Asian Art.  
16 June - Ader & Nordmann (Cabinet Portier). Paris. Art D’Extrême-Orient. 
16 June - Dreweatts. Newbury. Fine Japanese, Islamic and Indian Works of Art. 
17 June - Dreweatts. Newbury. Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art. 
18 June - Sotheby’s. Paris. Art D’Asia. 
19 June - Freeman’s. Philadelphia. Asian Arts. 
22-30 June - Sotheby’s. *A Selection of Buddhist Art from the Collection of Cheng Huan. 
23 June - Christie’s. Paris. Art D’Asia. 
01 July - Woolley & Wallis. Salisbury. Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art.     
01 July - Woolley & Wallis. Salisbury. Japanese Works of Art.  
02 July - Woolley & Wallis. Salisbury. Asian Art II.   
09 July - Christie’s - Hong Kong.  Important Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art.  
11 July - Sotheby’s. Hong Kong. Important Chinese Art 
21 July - Bonhams. New York. Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art. 
22 July - Bonhams. New York. Fine Japanese and Korean Art. 
26 July - Bonhams. Los Angeles. Asian Art 
28 and 29 July - Bonhams. Knightsbridge. Asian Art.  
28 July - Roseberrys. South Norwood. Chinese, Japanese and South East Asian Art.  
21 September (week of) - Sotheby’s New York Chinese and South East Asian sales.  

*Online only.  

Covid-19 and the International Response by Auction Houses and Dealers 
With the physical restrictions that have arisen due to the global lockdown, auction houses across 
the globe have been quickly adapting to the new environment in which they find themselves. 
The concept of the live online sale was pretty much unheard of before this year, but has become 
an effective way of selling to a remote audience and in some extreme cases during the 
lockdown, this was undertaken from some of the auctioneers’ homes. This format has been seen 
to be a preferred format to the online only one and observing recent results from around the UK, 
it does seem to be working well, especially in the area of collectables and in the middle market.  

As restrictions have begun to ease, this has allowed a number of auctioneers selling in the 
upper areas of the market to look at arranging viewings by appointment, as personal 
examination is the key for success for pieces at this level. In terms of the actual auction 
themselves, some will continue to be taken without a live audience in the room, whilst others are 
starting to allow some room presence 

On the 5 June, Sotheby’s sale: China 5000 Years, which was held in Hong  Kong was one of the 
first to have both viewing by appointment and bidding in the room since the start of the 
lockdown. This reflected Hong Kong’s effectiveness with dealing with the virus, where there has 
only been 1,108 cases and 4 deaths to date. It is not clear what the format will be in the US, but I 
heard from a Bonhams specialist in New York who said that they will be having viewings by 



appointment and the live online format for their auctions next month. This will also be the case 
for the Paris sales later this month.  

Looking in detail at the sales held so far, a cautiously optimistic picture does seem to be 
emerging with regard the results and the market in general. However, a clearer picture will begin 
to emerge once the major auctions in Paris, Hong Kong and New York have taken place and the 
global economies take stock in the aftermath of the pandemic. 

An interesting recent development was an online auction held by Gibson Antiques, which 
comprised a collection of fans owned by the English dealers Alastair Gibson and Robert Brandt. 
The fans were due to be exhibited at the International Antiques Fair in Hong Kong earlier this 
month. As the fair was cancelled and a number of the fans contained ivory and were already 
located in Hong Kong, they decided to sell them in an online auction on the-saleroom.com. This 
ran from 01 -14 June and of the 20 lots offered,13 sold with a total of HK$176,562.50 
(US$22,800) (including the 25% buyers premium). For a first sale, this is a pretty good result.  

To date, I am not aware of dealers being involved in online auctions since the initial days of 
sothebys.com in the early 2000s. This development could see more of these in the future and 
now with the live online format, there is nothing really stopping the trade from holding these 
either. The auction houses have for some time (with private treaty sales) been conducting part of 
their business like dealers. Could this be the beginning of a reversal of this situation?  

Robert Bradlow 
17 June 2020

http://the-saleroom.com
http://sothebys.com

