
07 July 2020             Auction News 
Two lots sell for over $1m online at  
American auction houses in June.  

As many auctions have migrated online during the pandemic, this 
has not deterred bidders paying seven figure sums for pieces 
catalogued without a firm date and for estimates that reflect a 
cautious approach to attribution. Both auction houses offered 
viewing by appointment, which was no doubt essential when paying 
these sort of sums for pieces.  

Skinner offered the blue and white bottle vase, possibly 18th century 
on 09 June in a sale that had been postponed from March. It was 
estimated US$5,000-10,000 and after significant bidding was 
knocked down for $1.6m. (with premium).  It is very similar in style to 
a Yongzheng mark and period vase that sold at Sotheby’s Hong 
Kong on 08 April 2011 for HK$23m (US$3m).  

The vase is well potted and rises from a pear-shaped body to a tall 
cylindrical neck that terminates in an unusual lotus mouth. It is 
painted in Ming style with scrolling flowers including lotus, camellia, 
mallow, hibiscus and rose. 

     Sotheby’s held their online sale The Hundred Antiques:   
     Fine and Decorative Asian Art, which closed for  
     bidding on 24 June. The stucco and polychrome- 
     painted figure was from the collection of John Russell  
     Young (1840-1899), an American journalist, diplomat  
     and librarian, who was also a minister to China from  
     1882-1885.  

     The figure sits in the ‘royal ease’ position with his right  
     arm leaning on his raised right leg. The hair is tied up  
     in a high chignon and the facial expression is one of  
     calm serenity.  

     After nearly 25 minutes of bidding between two  
     parties, the lot was finally sold for $1.34m, against an  
     estimate of $20,000-30.000.  

Lot 1059. A blue and white lotus-mouth 
bottle vase, possibly 18th century, six-
character Yongzheng mark, 34.3cm high, 
sold for $1.6m at Skinner, Marlborough, 
Massachusetts on 09 June.  
Photograph © Skinner. 

Lot 870. A large stucco and polychrome-painted wood sculpture of Guanyin,  
137.2cm high, sold for  $1.34m at Sotheby’s New York on 24 June.   
Photograph © Sotheby’s



Sale Diary 
09 July - Christie’s - Hong Kong.  Important Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art.  
11 July - Sotheby’s. Hong Kong. Important Chinese Art. 
15 July - Christie’s. Hong Kong. *Cultivating Delight: Collecting Chinese Art. 
21 July - Bonhams. New York. Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art. 
22 July - Bonhams. New York. Fine Japanese and Korean Art. 
24 July - Christie’s. New York. *Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art.  
26 July - Bonhams. Los Angeles. Asian Art 
28 and 29 July - Bonhams. Knightsbridge. Asian Art.  
28 July - Roseberys. South Norwood. Chinese, Japanese and South East Asian Art.  
21 September (week of) - Sotheby’s New York Chinese and South East Asian sales.  
30 September - Nagel - Stuttgart. Fine Asian Art.  
*Online only and closing.  

A rare Qianlong celadon baluster  
vase sells at Millon auctioneers in Paris. 

On 22 June, Millon auctioneers in Paris sold a rare  
Qianlong seal mark and period celadon baluster vase.  
Carved with a wide band of stylised lotus in relief to  
the centre of the body, below a band of archaic dragons  
to the neck, which linked two tubular handles. It was  
offered in their Art D’Asia sale from a European private  
collection that had been acquired in the 1970s. It sold  
for €350,000 against an estimate of  €100,000-150,000.  

The form and decoration of this vase is based on Yuan  
and Ming dynasty Longquan celadon examples, which 
incorporate a wide central band of relief moulded or  
carved flower designs above a band of of stylised lotus  
petals at the foot.   

A very similar vase was sold by Christie’s New York  
in March 2014 (for $1.2m) from the collection of  
Tom and Ruth Jones and had been owned by the  
collector of porcelain and French furniture, Baroness  
Burton (1873-1931). 

 Lot 65. A rare celadon baluster vase, 
Qianlong mark and period, 33cm high, sold 
for €350,000 (Estimate - €100,000-150,000).  
Photograph © Millon.



Some quirky and unusual pieces  
coming up at the Hong  Kong 
Sales. 

Sotheby’s and Christie’s sales are currently on 
view in Hong Kong this week and both feature 
some unusual and slightly out of the ordinary 
pieces.  

Sotheby’s Important Chinese Art sale features 
quite an unusual Yongzheng period ruby-back 
famille rose ‘Liu Hai’ dish. The dish depicts the 
the immortal riding on the back of his three-
legged toad, holding his string of cash, with his 
young attendant behind him. This dish was 
originally owned by an important Rotterdam 
family in the Netherlands. Another similar dish is 
exhibited in Christian Jorge’s book Oriental 
Porcelain, A Choice from the Boymans-van 
Beuningen Museum Collection, Rotterdam, 
1995. With no distracting background, the 
figurative decoration of this piece is somewhat 
striking.  

Another unusual piece from the Sotheby’s sale is the  

Lot 3646. A ruby-back famille rose ‘Liu Hai’ dish, Qing 
dynasty, Yongzheng period, 20.4cm diameter. 
HK$120,000-180,000.  
Photograph ©  Sotheby’s.

Lot 3636. A portrait of a dog, signed Bandalisha, Qing dynasty, early 18th century, ink and colour on silk, 34.8 x 50cm. 
HK$600,000-800,000. Photograph ©  Sotheby’s.



ink and colour portrait of a beagle by the 
Kangxi and  
Yongzheng period court painter 
Bandalisha. The pose, meticulous 
attention to detail and three dimensional 
shading portray a strong Western 
influence in style. The lack of any 
background and the sprays of flowers  
in the foreground alludes to Chinese 
influences. This style is quite reminiscent 
of Giuseppe Castiglione, who acted as  
a mentor to Bandalisha.  

This opaque white and ruby-red glass  
vase features in the Christie’s Important 
Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art sale.  
It is unusual for its geometric design and 
the interlaced red linear patterns are 
rather striking on the opaque white 
ground. This technique is reminiscent of 
the Italian latticino glass blowing 
technique, where interlaced patterns are created 
from coloured canes.  Beijing glass vases more 
commonly display an  
overlay technique where one, or a  
number of colours, are applied in layers  
and are carved in pictorial designs. 

The last piece is a Ming dynasty 16th  
century Fahua meiping vase from the 
Sotheby’s sale. I have included this piece 
because it is somewhat unusual for the 
inclusion of its green and yellow enamels.  
Most Fahua wares usually feature floral or 
figurative designs in white, turquoise and 
aubergine colours on a dark blue ground.  
This piece also has an interesting  
provenance in that it originally came from  
the collection of Blanchette Rockerfeller 
(1909-1992).  

Lot 2908. An important and rare Beijing opaque white and 
ruby-red glass vase, Qing dynasty, 18th century, 22cm high. 
HK$300,000-500,000. Photograph ©  Christie’s.

A Fahua ‘lotus pond’ vase, meiping, Ming dynasty, 16th 
century, 30cm high. HK$400,000-600,000.  
Photograph ©  Sotheby’s.




