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         Auction News 
Garage sale find is one of  the 
leading lots at Sotheby’s New York 
Asia Week sales.  

The holy grail for most dealers and collectors is 
making that once in a lifetime find. Well it did 
happen to man who visited a garage sale in New 
Haven Connecticut last year and who paid around 
$35 for his purchase.  

Soon after he sent photographs to specialists at 
Sotheby’s New York who said that they ‘instinctively 
had a good feeling about it’ and identified it as an 
early Ming dynasty bowl of the Yongle period 
(1403-1424).  What’s more astounding about the find 
is that it is in virtually perfect condition with only a 
minute 3mm chip to the rim.  It has been valued at 
$300,000-500,000. 

There are only six other bowls of this design in 
existence, two in the National Palace Museum, Taipei; 
one in the National Museum in Iran (formerly in the 
Ardabil Shrine); another in the British Museum 
originally from the collection of George 
Eumorfopoulos and Mrs. Walter Sedgewick; one in 
the Victoria & Albert Museum and one sold at 
Christie’s Hong Kong on 29 May 2007.  

It will be interesting to see how this great find 
sells on the day.  

Sale Diary 
15 March -  Bonhams New York. Chinese Works of Art and Paintings.  
15 March - Doyle New York. AsiaN Works of Art.  
16 March - Skinner Marlborough, Massachusetts. Asian Works of Art. 
17 March - Sotheby’s New York. Imperial Cloisonné & Jade: Chines Art from the Brooklyn Museum.  
17 March - Sotheby’s New York. Important Chinese Art.  
18 March - Christie’s New York. Shang: Early Chinese Ritual Bronzes from the Daniel Shapiro Collection. 
18 March - Christie’s New York. Important Chinese Art from the Junkunc Collection.  
18 March - Christie’s New York. Important Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art.  
*24 March - Sotheby’s New York. The Hundred Antiques: Fine and Decorative Asian Art.  
25 March - Hindman Chicago. Chinese & Southeast Asian Works of Art. 

* Online Only Auction. 

Lot 130. An exceptional and rare blue and white 'floral' bowl, Ming dynasty, 
Yongle period, 16cm diameter, $300,000-500,000.


