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Roger Keverne Ltd: Moving On 
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The H Collection  
Lots: 88. Low Estimate: £5.38m 
Fine Chinese Art   
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Total Lots: 603. Total Low Estimate: £7.64m 
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Bonhams fills the gap in the London market 
left by Christie’s moving their sales to Paris.  

There is no doubt that the last year has witnessed a series of 
unprecedented changes in the market that has been brought 
about with the effects of the Covid-19 global pandemic. From 
a contraction, to the postponement of sales and the transition 
of a significant amount of activity online just to name three. 
However, it is also clear that some of the changes are also 
part of a generational change as the market shifts eastwards 
in its focus.  

The announcement early last month of the closure of J.J. 
Lally’s Fuller Building gallery, the retirement of Richard 
Marchant last year and the closure of Roger Keverne’s gallery  
has signalled some of these changes to a generation of the 
trade that were in their peak from the 1970s to the early part 
of the new millennium.  

I have known Roger Keverne for over 30 years and confirm 
Asaph Hyman’s opening remarks in his catalogue 
introduction about Roger’s generosity of spirit, warmth, sense 
of humour, his ability as a raconteur and his thirst for 
knowledge. These attributes have no doubt helped to 
establish Roger as one of the leaders in the Chinese trade 
and I feel privileged to have worked with him in business and  
on the board of Asian art in London for many years.   

Roger joined Spink & Son Ltd in 1969 and by the age of 28 was  
running the Asian departments. During his time there, he was to 
call Royal patrons as some of his clients, as well as a number of 

Lot 296. A very fine and rare pale green jade marriage 
bowl, Qianlong period, 21.5cm wide. £30,000-50,000.

Lot 258. A rare and fine yellow-ground blue and white 
‘dragon bowl, Kangxi-six character mark and of the period, 
13.3cm diameter. £30,000-50,000.

Lot 195. A fine blue and white rectangular box and cover, 
Wanli six-character nark and of the period, 15.5cm wide. 
£30,000-50,000. 



important American clients such as John D. Rockerfeller III and 
Florence and Herbert Irving. In 1992 he left and was to later 
open his own business with his wife and business partner 
Miranda Clarke. They were to establish a gallery on the second 
floor of 16 Clifford Street, which was to become a place where 
a steady stream of collectors, auctioneers, dealers, runners 
and restorers would meet in a convivial atmosphere where tea 
would be offered before getting down to business.  

After 60 years in the trade, a decision was taken to wind the 
gallery up and to hold two sales of 400 lots with Bonhams  
entitled Roger Keverne Ltd: Moving On. The first will take place 
on Tuesday 11 May and the second offering will be on 07 
June. 

Whilst curating these sales, it was decided to offer these pieces 
to the market at no reserve. Roger stated in the catalogue 
introduction that one of the reasons for doing this was that he 
hoped that there would be opportunities for younger collectors 
and dealers. Albeit noble sentiments, this also seems to be a 
sensible strategy in the current climate, as it sends a direct 
signal to the market that these items will be sold at the highest 
bid on the day.  A similar approach to the estimates (at below 
cost in most cases) is also designed to encourage spirited 
bidding at the sale.  

Notable highlights include lot 296, the fine and rare Qianlong 
period pale green jade marriage bowl, which was originally 
acquired from John Sparks Ltd in 1954. It was last offered by 
Bonhams London on 16 May 2013, where it sold for £97,250. It 
is being offered with an estimate of £30,000-50,000.  

A personal favourite is lot 257, the fine blue and white Kangxi 
period jardiniere, painted with a court scene of a dignitary on a 
terrace. The rounded white body acts as a perfect canvas for 
the painted scene. It was purchased for £37,250 from Christie’s 
South Kensington in November 2010, and is on the market at 
£12,000-18,000. 

Another favourite is lot 295, the rare Qianlong period very pale 
green jade ‘dragon and young’ vase and cover. It is finely 
carved with a dragon scaling up the side of the vase, above a 
chilong at the base. The quality of the carving, the consistency 
of the colour and the surface polish is particularly good in this 
piece.   

This sale marks a notable end of an era to one of London’s 
leading members of the Chinese trade, who has now retired to 
their home in the West Sussex countryside.  

Lot 257. A fine blue and white jardinière, Kangxi period, 
22.5cm diameter. £12,000-15,000. 

Lot 272. A rare pale green jade carving of a qilin carrying 
heavenly books, 18th century, 10cm long. 
£30,000-50,000. 

Lot 295. A rare very pale green jade ‘dragon and young’ 
vase and cover, Qianlong period, 17cm high. 
£10,000-15,000.



The second of Bonhams sales will take place on Thursday  
13 May with The H Collection of Chinese Classical Furniture, 
Archaic Bronzes and Japanese Art. The sale comprises 88 lots 
from the collection of a discerning European collector who 
by the looks of the catalogue interior shots, had intimately 
lived with the pieces. What is really noteworthy with these 
images, is how the sculptural elements of the furniture, with 
its deep, warm colours and richness of finish, sit so well in 
bright, contemporary interiors.  

The sale also features some rare archaic bronzes and one 
particularly fine example early on in the sale is lot 7, the very 
rare late Shang dynasty bronze food vessel, yu. It is of bold 
proportions cast with a wide rounded body. The relief 
decoration of taotie and confronting birds is particularly 

finely cast and has a fine bright green 
patina. It was sold by the dealership 
Kaikodo in New York in 2001 and later 
sold with Christie’s in September 
2004.  

The core of the collection of Chinese 
furniture dates from the mid 16th to 
the 18th century and was formerly 
sold by some of the leading 
international Chinese furniture 
dealers including Grace Wu Bruce, 
Nicholas Grindley and Marcus Flacks. 
The most significant piece in the sale 
is lot 11, the circa 1550-1600 
important and rare huanghuali 
rectangular day-bed, ta. It was 

published in Sarah Handler’s Ming Furniture in the Light of 
Chinese Architecture, and was originally sold by Ming 
Furniture Ltd in New York in 1991. It is unusual in that the 
top is made from one huanghuali plank of large size. The 
piece displays a simplicity in its overall design and some 
nuances in form such as the gentle curve at the end of each 
of the humpback stretchers which act as horizontal support 
for the legs.  

Two other notable lots of furniture are the 17th century 
huanghuali chairs. The first, lot 24 is a particularly rare low-
back continuous yokeback armchair, nanguanmaoyi.  Of 
particular note in this chair is attention to detail in the 

Lot 7. A very rare archaic bronze food vessel, yu, late Shang 
dynasty, 13th-12th century BC, 25.5cm diameter. 
£70,000-100,000. 



construction of the back splat which is divided into three 
horizontal sections. The upper section is carved and pierced 
with a delicate foliate design, which sits above a central inset 
burlwood panel and terminates in the lower section with a 
cusped leaf-shaped apron. It was originally sold by Grace Wu 
Bruce and was last offered with Sotheby’s Hong Kong in April 
2016.  

The other chair, lot 37, is a fine and rare huanghuali yokeback 
armchair, guanmaoyi. It is quite different to the previously 
mentioned piece in that it is much taller and with its long, gently 
curved back splat, has a more vertical orientation to it.  It was 
also sold by Grace Wu Bruce in Hong Kong and more recently 
with Sotheby’s London in May 2015.  

One of the rarest pieces of furniture in the sale is lot 66, the  
18th century magnificent huanghuali square games table, qizhuo. 
It was originally purchased from Hei Hun-Lu in Hong Kong in the late 
1980s/early 1990s and was in a European private collection prior to 
being last sold at Sotheby’s London in November 2015. It has a 
moveable top which reveals an inlaid folding chess board above a 
further one for backgammon.  

Another notable archaic bronze piece is lot 15, the Western  
Zhou dynasty ritual bronze wine vessel, you. It was once part of the 
collection of Major-General Sir Neill Malcolm. He formed his 
collection in England from the 1920s to the 1940s. Although the 
majority of his pieces were purchased in London, he made a number 
of acquisitions in Beijing which he travelled to between the First and 
Second World Wars. He was on the Executive Committee of the 
1935-1936 International Exhibition of Chinese Art, which was held at 
the Royal Academy and he lent 16 pieces to the exhibition. This 
piece is boldly cast with a rounded body and an overstrung handle 
terminating in two animal masks.  

Lot 15. A very rare archaic bronze ritual 
wine vessel and cover, you, early 
Western Zhou dynasty, 10 century BC, 
30cm high. £120,000-150,000.

Lot 37. A very fine and rare huanghuali yokeback 
armchair, guanmaoyi, 17th century, 115cm high. 
£180,000-240,000.

Lot 11. An important and exceedingly rare huanghuali 
rectangular day-bed, ta, circa 1550-1600, 213cm long. 
£700,000-1,000,000. 

Lot 24. An extremely rare huanghuali low-back 
continuous yokeback armchair, nanguanmaoyi, 17th 
century, 93cm high.  £120,000-150,000. 

Lot 66. A magnificent huanghuali square games 
table, qizhuo, 18th century, 88cm high. 
£700,000-1,00,000.



Bonhams third and final sale of Fine Chinese Art will be held in 
the afternoon of Thursday 13 May and comprises 94 lots with a 
low estimate of £989,600.  

The highlight of the sale is at its very end with 16 lots of fine 
Chinese textiles that have been curated by Linda Wrigglesworth, 
who will be offering pieces from her personal collection and 
previous clients over three sales. 

The most important piece of the group is lot 81, the exceptionally 
rare Qianlong period imperial yellow-ground silk embroidered 
‘ladies and lions’ screen panel. In the introduction to this section, 
Wrigglesworth recalls buying the piece in the early 1980s from 
Sotheby’s Belgravia and she loved it so much, she kept it as a 
hidden treasure in a cupboard since then. The condition and the 
colours look almost pristine and it depicts eight female immortals 
with six Buddhist lions in a rocky river landscape with retreats.  

The other piece that really resonated with her was lot 82, the  
extremely rare imperial heir-apparent apricot ground silk  
embroidered dragon robe, jifu. Wrigglesworth marvelled at  
the quality of this robe and its virtually perfect condition.  
Orange is a colour that usually does not age well, so it is quite  
remarkable for it to be in such fine condition. She had sold it  
some years earlier to a New York fashion designer and later  
purchased it back from the estate.  

Two other stand out lots in the sale are lot 8, the very rare  
14th/15th century gilt-bronze figure Vajraputra and lot 49 
the rare very pale green jade bajixiang marriage bowl. The  
gilt-bronze figure is particularly well cast and depicts the figure 
seated in royal ease holding a ruyi sceptre in his left hand.  
Vajraputra hunted lions before converting to Buddhism and is 
depicted here with his left foot resting on small lion which is  
believed to have come to him on obtaining Enlightenment.  
The craftsmanship on the jade marriage bowl is also of very  
high quality, which can be seen in the naturalistic 
carving of the lingzhi fungus to the interior.   

       

Lot 82. An extremely rare imperial heir-apparent apricot-
ground silk embroidered dragon robe, jifu, Qianlong/
Jiaqing period, 166cm wide. £60,000-80,000. 

Lot 81. An exceptionally rare imperial yellow-ground silk embroidered ladies and lions’ 
screen panel, Qianlong period, 255cm by 121cm. £100,000-1500,000. 

Lot 49. A rare very pale green jade ‘bajixiang’ ‘marriage’ 
bowl, Qianlong period, 25cm wide. £8,000-12,000. 

Lot 8. A very rare gilt-bronze figure of Vajraputra,  
14th/15th century, 23cm high. £50,000-80,000. 



Sotheby’s London  
12 & 19 May 2021 

Chinese Art  
Lots: 137. Low Estimate: £1.25m 

Sotheby’s London sale of Chinese Art will be held on 
Wednesday 12 May and on this occasion it is a small 
offering of 137 lots primarily from English and 
European private collections.  

The ceramics section of the sale runs in chronological 
order and the early section consists of two fine and 
large Tang dynasty animals. The first, lot 6, is a finely 
modelled figure of a caparisoned horse. It stands 
four-square with an alert expression and its body is 
covered with a rich, deep amber glaze. The saddle is 
covered with a multi-coloured cloth and the hind 
quarters and shoulders are decorated with 
ornamental pendants. The second is lot 7, the large 
and magnificent amber and straw- glazed pottery 
figure of a Bactrian camel.  It also stands four-square  

on a rectangular base, but in this case the static nature of the body is 
in counterpoint to the head which is raised upward with its mouth 
open in an animated expression as it brays. The tufts of hair on the 
underneath of its neck are very finely articulated and are neatly 
covered in an amber glaze, which contrasts with the streaks of amber 
that run from the humps and the hind legs.  

The most significant lot of porcelain in the sale is lot 59, the Qianlong 
seal mark and period period pale celadon ground famille rose bottle 
vase. The rounded body and the tall waisted neck are painted with 
stylized floral blooms. This style of decoration, which usually features 
a band of yellow ground ruyi at the rim and lappets at the foot, is 
reminiscent of a number of vases in the National Palace Museum that 
date to around 1742, that were displayed in the 2008-2009 

Lot 6. A large sancai-glazed figure of a caparisoned horse, 
Tang dynasty, 77.5cm high. £80,000-120,000.

Lot 7. A magnificent amber and straw-glazed pottery figure of 
a Bactrian camel, Tang Dynasty, 80cm high. £80,000-120,000.

Lot 59. A rare pale celadon ground famille-rose bottle vase, seal 
mark and period of Qianlong, 38.2cm high. £80,000-120,000.



exhibition Stunning Decorative Porcelains from the 
Ch’ien-lung Reign. 1.  Chiswick Auctions offered a large 
tianqiuping vase with similar decoration in November 
last  year.  

Of the works of art, one of the stand out lots is lot 28, the 
rare early Ming dynasty cinnabar lacquer square tray. It is 
finely carved with a scholar standing in a fenced garden 
outside a pavilion beneath a pine tree. The border is 
delicately carved with peony, gardenia, chrysanthemum 
and rose blooms.  

The highlight piece of the Buddhist gilt-bronzes is lot 75, 
the Ming dynasty, 16th/17th century figure of Avalokitesvara. 
She stands with her right hand raised in the teaching gesture 
of vitarka mudra and holds an ambrosia vase in her left. Her 
face is particularly well proportioned and has a peaceful 
meditative expression. The flowing, rounded forms of the 
billowing scarf acts as a contrast to the angular forms of the 
lotus petals, but the whole is united with the consistent 
warm-toned gilding. 

The most signifiant lot of Chinese export ceramics is the pair 
of large blue and white Kangxi period ‘soldier’ vases and 
covers. These are each painted with a central hunting scene 
with figures on horseback in a mountainous landscape. The 
decoration in the lower section is quite unusual and depicts 
a number of sea creatures amongst rocks and circular 
crashing waves. They were originally from a Portuguese 
noble family that is Guilherme Augusto Machado Pereira, 
1st viscount of Pereira Machado (1822-1868), Porto.  

Lot 121. An impressive pair of blue and white 'soldier' vases and 
covers, Qing dynasty, Kangxi period, 114cm high. £40,000-60,000.

Lot 75. A gilt-bronze figure of Avalokitesvara, Ming  
dynasty, 16th/17th century, 35.5cm high. £40,000-60,000

Lot 28. A rare and finely carved cinnabar lacquer ‘figural’ tray, 
Ming dynasty, 15th century, 17.8cm wide. £60,000-80,000.

1. Liao Pao Show, Stunning Decorative Porcelains from the Ch’ien-lung Reign, 
National Palace Museum, 2008. 



 Highlights from  

Bonhams Knightsbridge  
10 May 2021 
Asian Art 
Photographs ©Bonhams.   

Lot 149. A rare embroidered civil official ‘peacock’ 
rank badge, buzz, Qing dynasty, Kangxi period, 
27.2cm by 26.6cm. £5,000-7,000

Lot 120. A jade and hardstone inset six-leaf lacquer screen, the screen late Qing dynasty, the jades 18th/19th century, each 
leaf 183cm by 41cm. £12,000-15,000

Lot 211. A pale celadon jade bowl, Qing dynasty, 
11.2cm diameter. £7,000-10,000

Lot 279. A fine ivory and hardstone diorama, circa 1800, 52cm 
wide. £8,000-12,00.



Highlights from the  
UK Regional Salerooms  
      

Dreweatts  
Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art 
Donnington Priory, Wednesday 19 & 
Thursday 20 May 2021. 

Roseberrys  
Asian Art  
London, Tuesday18 May 2021 

Lot 65. A fine pair of iron-red and underglaze-blue 'Dragon' dishes, 
Qianlong seal marks and of the period, £8,000-12,000

A selection of pieces from the collection of John Burke da Silva CMG (1918-2003). 

Lot 90. A fine Chinese pale celadon jade Chimera form water pot 
and cover, late Ming Dynasty, 17th century. £5,000-8,000.

Lot 24. A rare Chinese rhinoceros horn 'Buddha's 
Hand' libation cup, 17th/18th century, 15cm long. 
£10,000-20,000. 

Lot 21. A pair of Chinese pale celadon jade bowls, 19th century, 
17.5cm diameter. £20,000-30,000.

A rare Chinese gold and silver inlaid bronze tapir-form ritual vessel, zun, 
Yuan/Ming dynasty, 36cm long. £50,000-80,000.



Lyon & Turnbull  
Fine Asian & Islamic Works of 
Art 
London, Friday 14 May 2021. 

Lot 21. A spinach-green jade ‘scholars’ 
brush pot, Qing dynasty, 19th century, 
15.5cm high. £4,000-6,000.

Lot 22. A white jade ‘bamboo/‘ 
vase, Qing dynasty, 18th century, 
8.8cm high. £3,000-5,0000. 

Lot 160. A large straw-glazed 
amphora, Tang dynasty, 35cm high.  
£3,000-5,000. 


