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From £30,000 to HK$30m! 
Robert Chang to sell his 
important and extremely rare 
Xuande mark and period blue 
and white ‘kui dragon’ jar at 
Christie’s Hong Kong on 28 May. 

As Robert Chang turns 95 this year, he 
has decided to sell this jar that he has 
owned since 1988, where he purchased it from 
Christie’s London on 12 December 1988 for 
£30,000. It has been in his collection for the last 
33 years and was exhibited at Christie’s London 
in 1993.  

The proceeds of the sale will go to the Robert 
Chang Art and Education Charity Foundation, 
which Robert set up to promote the education 
and understanding of Chinese art.  

The jar is painted with a kui (or xiangxao ‘sweet 
grass’) dragon, which was a very popular motif 
in the early Ming dynasty. Dragons of this type 
are derived from the Indian makara, a water 
guardian spirit. The cobalt blue pigment in this 
example is of a particularly vibrant hue. 

There are only four other jars of this design 
known, one in the Palace Museum, Beijing and 
another in the National Museum of China,  
Beijing. A third jar is in the Fitzwilliam Museum, 
Cambridge and came from the collections of  
Wu Lai-hsi, Major Lindsay F. Hay and Soame Jenyns.  
The only other one in private hands was sold at 
Sotheby’s Hong Kong on 3 October 2017.   

Robert Chang in his Hong Kong apartment with the Xuande mark and period blue and 
white ‘kui dragon’ jar, which will be offered at Christie’s Hong Kong sale on 28 May 2021. 

An important and extremely rare blue and white ‘kui dragon’ jar, 
Xuande mark and period, 18.3cm high. HK$30-50m. 

Xuande six-character mark on the base of the ‘kui dragon’ jar. 



Christie’s Hong Kong to sell a collection of  
Chinese furniture from Heveningham Hall 
and a group of jades from a distinguished 
European private collection.  

Christie’s Hong Kong sale on 28 May will also feature 
a group of 26 lots of fine huanghuali furniture from 
the collection of Heveningham Hall.   

This collection has been put together in the last 25 
years and the most important highlight of the group 
is lot 2809 the magnificent and exceedingly rare 17th  
century huanghuali brass-mounted folding 
horseshoe-back armchair. Folding chairs of this type  
with fragile moving parts were damaged quite easily, 
hence their rarity. The central back splat is carved with 
a qilin gazing up at clouds in shallow relief. This motif  
echoes the design of rank badges, where the qilin 
was used by dukes, marquises, counts, consort 
princes and first military rank officials of the Qing 
court. The chair’s design thus alludes to its original 
prominent owner.  

The sale also features three canopy beds, the most 
signifiant of which is lot 2816, the magnificent Qing 
dynasty,18th century huanghuali six-poster bed, 
jiazichuang. The upper and lower sections that join 
the uprights consist of ornate openwork panels, which 
sit above an ornately carved frieze. Each of the legs is 
surmounted with fierce animal masks.  

Christie’s Hong Kong’s second single owner offering 
on 28 May will feature 30 lots of Jades From a 
Distinguished European Collection. The sale was 
postponed from May last year, where it was going to 
be offered in London. It may well prove to have been a 
wise decision by Christie’s and the vendor to have 
delayed it during the early onset of Covid-19. Also the 
shift of venue to Hong Kong makes a lot of sense when 
the main buyers for this material are now Chinese.  

The stand out lots of the sale are illustrated below, 
2711, the Qianlong period spinach-green jade 
brushpot; 2722, the rare Qianlong period imperial pair 
of greenish-white jade reticulated hat stands and lot 
2723, the exceptionally rare 18th century complete set 
of pale greenish-white jade eight Buddhist Emblems. 

Lot 2809. A magnificent and exceedingly rare huanghuali folding 
horseshoe-back armchair, jiaoyi, 17th century, 106cm high. HK$8-12m. 

Lot 2815. A magnificent huanghuali six-poster canopy 
bed jiazichuang Qing dynasty, 18th century, 225cm wide. HK$5-8m. 



Lot 2723. An exceptionally rare complete set of pale greenish-white jade eight Buddhist Emblems, Qing dynasty, 18th century, 25.1cm high. HK$2-4m. 

Lot 2711. An imperial finely-carved and reticulated spinach-green 
jade brushpot, Qianlong period,  17.5cm high. HK$3-5m. 

Lot 2722. An imperial and exceptionally rare pair of greenish-white jade 
reticulated hat stands, Qianlong period,  25.4cm high. HK$1.5-2.5m. 

An interior shot of some of the furniture in situ at Heveningham Hall.
Lot 2804 A very rare huanghuali round-corner tapered cabinet and 
stand, yuanjiaogui, late Ming dynasty, 17th century. HK$2.5-3.5m. 


