30 October 2020 Auction News

Three Chinese imperial lots sell for over
US$1m at Christie’s Exceptional Sale in
New York earlier this month.
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Christie’s Exceptional Sale of 27 lots held on 14 October
featured 8 Chinese lots, the highest selling of which was lot

20, the important and imperial late Ming palace carpet,
which sold for $1.71m. (Estimate £800,000-1,200,000).

It had reputedly come from the collection of the Empress
Dowager and is the largest known Ming carpet outside of
China. It was believed to have been purchased by Thomas
B. Clarke (1848-1931), who was an agent for Tiffany Studios.

. . . . Lot 20. An important and imperial palace carpet,
It had been the highlight lot at the Tiffany Studios Carpet orobably Ningxia, late Ming dynasty, first half 17th

Collection auction that was held by American Art Galleries century, 988.1cm by 713.7cm, sold for US$1.71m.
in 1916 and it was purchased at this sale by Louis Comfort (Estimate $800,000-1,200,000).

Tiffany (1848-1933), the artist and Art Nouveau designer.
He purchased it for, Laurelton Hall in Long Island, New York,
which he had build in 1905 and used it in his second floor

painting gallery.

The second highest price was for lot 8, the magnificent
imperial late Qing dynasty carved zitan ‘dragon’ throne
(Estimate $300,000-500,000). It was offered by a direct
descendant of the Chinese imperial family and had originally
belonged to the Heir Presumptive (Da A Ge) Aixinjeueluo
Pujun (1885-1942). The stepped back is carved with a
design of a central frontal dragon, flanked by two further
dragons on a dense ground of cloud scrolls. The sides are
similarly carved, which sit on a rectangular seat and incurved
legs. Selling for $1.65m, this has to one of the highest prices
for a piece of furniture from the late Qing dynasty.
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Lot 8. A magnificent imperial carved zitan ‘dragon’ throne, late Qing dynasty, A cared zitan corner-leg table, late Qing dynasty, 158.6cm wide, sold

144cm wide, sold for $1.65m (Estimate $300,000-500,000). for $1.53m (Estimate $200,000-300,000).



The following lot, lot 9 was a late Qing dynasty
carved zitan corner leg table from the same
collection. It is carved with an apron of nine bats
amongst cloud scroll and is of quite an unusual
design with the carving extending down the legs to
large square scroll feet, which are joined by
stretchers. It sold for $1.53m against an estimate of
$2000,000-300,000.

Two significant lots of Chinese export porcelain in
the sale came from the Tibor Collection, the major
part of which had sold at Christie’s in New York in
April last year and in January this year. The more
interesting of the two was lot 19, the pair of
Yongzheng period famille rose jars and covers. Each
are painted in vibrant colours (especially the iron-
red) and depicts a continuous scene from the Lady
Generals of the Yang Family.

Despite the shape being fairly typical of Chinese
export, the design is very Chinese and depicts the
Generals seated with a chieftain on a balcony, with
further figures below in a broad on a lotus pond.
The other vase depicts a number of the Generals on
horseback. They had originally been acquired at the
Chinese Porcelain Company in New York in 1999
and they sold for $162,500 (Estimated
$100,000-150,000).

The other lot from the Tibor Collection was lot 5, the
pair of famille rose ‘soldier’ vases which are painted
with panels of birds and riverscapes on a dense
floral noire ground, which sold for $200,000 against
a $100,000-150,000 estimate.

Sale Diary
2 November - Bonhams Knightsbridge. Asian Art.

Lot 19. A large pair of famille rose jars and covers, Yongzheng period,
67.3cm high, sold for $162,500. (Estimate $100,000-150,000).

Lot 5. A pair of famille rose ‘soldier’ vases and covers, early Qianlong
period, 127cm high, sold for $200,000. (Estimate $100,000-150,000.)

3 November - Christie’s London. Important Chinese Art.

4 November - Sotheby's London. Important Chinese Art.

5 November - Bonhams London. Fine Chinese Art.

5 November - Lyon & Turnbull London. Fine Asian Works of Art.

6 November - Sworders London.

10 November - Woolley and Wallis. Salisbury. Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art.
11 November - Woolley and Wallis. Salisbury. Asian Art II.

11 November - Roseberrys London. Chinese, Japanese and South East Asian Art.

12 November - Dreweatts. Newbury. Chinese Ceramics & Works of Art.

18 November - Chiswick London. Chinese Art of Monochrome.

18 November - Chiswick London. Asian Art






