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Christie’s London  
3 November 2020 

Important Chinese Art   
212 Lots, Lots Sold (77% sold by lot). 
Low Estimate - £4.9m, Sold £11.89m (US$15.76m) 
Photographs © Christie’s. 

Christie’s London out performs the other London  
auction houses, but surrenders its sales to Paris.  

Christie’s strategic decision to offer 12 of the most significant 
lots from the Princely Collection of Sheikh Soud Al Thani at the 
beginning of their auction on Tuesday 3 November certainly 
paid off and helped to set the tone for the sale. The group sold 
incredibly well realising just over £6m against a low estimate of 
£1.65m.  

The star of the group was lot 7, the exceptionally rare and 
important Western Han yellow jade belt hook. The piece is 
beautifully carved and pierced in the form of a single horned 
mythical beast and the stone of a deep yellow and russet 
colour.  It had been offered 12 years earlier almost to the day 
on the 4th of November 2008 from the collection of Baron and 
Baroness von Oertzen of Johannesburg, South Africa. It had 
sold at the sale for £825,250. Estimated at £600,000-800,000 
on this occasion, it went on to sell to a telephone bidder for 
£2.9m, over 3 1/2 times what it made previously. This is quite a 
considerable gain in a relatively short period 
and illustrates how much the Chinese market 
has moved since the boom of 2010/2011.  

The second most significant lot of the group was 
lot 12, the rare and magnificent pair of Eastern 
Zhou dynasty gold and silver-inlaid bronze 
chariot fittings. Hailing originally from Chinese 
dealer C.T. Loo, they passed through two Paris 
aristocratic collections and were later bought by 
Stephen Junkunc III.  Althani purchased them 
from Eskenazi Ltd in 2000 and they were to sell 
for £1.52m (Estimate £600,000-1,000,000).  

Lot 12. A rare and magnificent pair of gold and silver-inlaid bronze 
chariot fittings, Eastern Zhou dynasty, 26cm long, sold for £1.52m. 
(Estimate £600,000-1,000,000). 

Lot 7. An exceptionally rare and important 
yellow jade belt hook, daigou, Western Han 
dynasty, 3rd to 2nd century  BC, 9.2cm long, 
sold for £2.9m. (Estimate £600,000-800,000). 



Other highlight lots of the sale included 
lot 23, a pair of Ming dynasty marble lions 
that had been purchased in China by the 
diplomat Sir Basil Cochrane Newton in 
the late 1920s. They had stood guarding 
the entrance to the main saleroom during 
they viewing and on the day sold to a 
telephone bidder for £193,750. (Estimate 
£40,000-60,000).   

The 12 lot group of cloisonné enamel 
from a European collection was in strong 
demand and sold for £838,750 against it 
presale estimate of £261,000. The highest 
selling lot of this group was lot 87, the 
magnificent and large pair of 18th/19th century 
reticulated square-section cloisonné enamel 
censers and covers. These were quite unusual 
being of such large size and high quality, with 
pierced panels of fretwork and panels of 
melons and leafy tendrils to each side in 
champleve enamel.  They sold for £243,750 
against their presale estimate of 
£40,000-60,000.  

Of the Buddhist bronzes, the most significant 
was lot 106, the large Ming dynasty finely-cast 
bronze figure of Avalokitesvara. It was inscribed 
with a date of the sixteenth day of spring, the ninth  
year of the Zhengtong reign, corresponding to 1444.  
The figure sits with his left had raised in the abhaya mudra 
teaching gesture, the right hand rests in the lap holding a cup. 
The figure was originally gilded and there are some traces of this 
in the crevices of the lotus base. It sold for £212,500 against a 
conservative estimate of £20,000-40,000.  

The second group of pieces from the Princely Collection  
of Sheikh Soud Al Thani comprised six lots of Yxing  
stoneware. The top lot of the group was lot 153, the 
very rare imperial Yxing stoneware inkstone. It is unusual  
in that the narrow sides were decorated in slip with a  
continuous wintery scene with three islands in a river 
landscape. Contained within a black, red and gilt fitted box, 
this sold well beyond the £60,000-80,000 for £487,500.  

The sale totalled £11.89m (US$15.76m) against a low estate of 
£4.9m, with 77% selling by lot.  

Lot 23. A monumental pair of marble Buddhist lions, Ming dynasty, 127.5cm high, sold for £193,750. Estimate £40,000-60,000). 
Lot 87. A magnificent and large pair of reticulated square-section cloisonné enamel censers and covers, 18th/19th century, 46.5cm high, sold for £243,750. 
(Estimate £40,000-60,000).  
Lot 106. A large finely-cast inscribed bronze figure of Avalokitesvara, Ming dynasty, 40cm high, sold for £212,500. (Estimate £20,000-40,000). 
Lot 153. A very rare imperial Yxing stoneware inkstone, Yongzheng period, 23cm diameter, sold for £487,500 (Estimate £60,000-80,000).



Sotheby’s London  
4 November 2020 

Imperial Porcelain,  
A Chinese Collection 
45 Lots, Lots Sold 22 (48% sold by lot). 
Low Estimate - £2.17m, Sold £2.62m (US$3.47m) 

Important Chinese Art   
Lots 270, Lots Sold 191 (70% sold by lot). 
Low Estimate - £4.06m, Sold £8.6m (US$11.41m) 

Season Total Low Estimate £6.23m, Sold Total £11.22m.  
Total Lots - 315 Total Lots Sold 213 (67% sold by lot). 
Photographs © Sotheby’s. 

Sotheby’s began their morning sales on Wednesday 4 November with their 
second London sale of Imperial Porcelain - A Private Collection. It was the 
fourth offering of the collection, with the first in October last year in Hong 
Kong and the most recent being the Kangxi group that had sold in New 
York in September.  

Selling just 48% by lot, this offering proved somewhat difficult with 
estimates that may have been a little optimistic relative to their condition, 
which in a number of cases was not perfect. However, having said that 
there were some very strong individual highlights, such as lot 8, the rare 
and small Qianlong seamark and period flambé-glazed moonflask. This 
was a personal favourite of many due its diminutive size, that fits in the 
hand, and its beautiful flambé glaze. After numerous telephone and 
online bids it was sold to an online bidder for £450,600, four and a half 
times the mid estimate of £80,000-120,000. 

The next significant lot to sell was lot lot 12, the Yongzheng mark and 
period doucai ‘dragon medallion’ jar. These jars combine superb potting 
with the highest quality painting with the combination of underglaze 
blue and over glaze enamelling. This example was last sold at Sotheby’s 
Hong Kong on 30 May 1990 and this time sold to one of the few bidders 
in the room for £226,800 (Estimate £150,000-200,000).    

The highest selling lot in the sale was lot 14, the very rare Yongzheng 
seal mark and period celadon-glazed conjoined vase. Vases of this type 
are particularly rare and are very difficult to produce. After potting, part 
of each vase would have been cut away and luted to the one next to it 
and arranged around a central vase. The shape of the individual vases 
echo the amphora shape that can be found in the Kangxi period.  It had 

Lot 8. A rare small flambé-glazed moonflask, Qianlong seamark and period, 15.3cm high, sold for £450,600.  
(Estimate £80,000-120,000). 

Lot 12. A doucai ‘dragon medallion’ jar, Yongzheng mark and period, 18.5cm high, sold for £226,800. (Estimate 
£150,000-200,000).   

Lot 14. A very rare celadon-glazed conjoined vase, Yongzheng seal mark and period, 24cm high, sold for £583,700. 
(Estimate £250,000-350,000).



been purchased at Sotheby’s in Hong Kong in 
November 1994 and sold to a telephone bidder of 
£583,700 (Estimate £250,000-350,000).  

The morning session of the sale of Important 
Chinese Art followed on directly and began with the 
group of Chinese furniture from the European 
private collection. The most significant lot of this 
group was lot 107, the magnificent pair of late Ming 
dynasty huanghuali continuous yokeback armchairs, 
nanguanmaoyi. On viewing them at the exhibition it 
was clear that they were particularly fine examples of 
unusual large size and of great colour. It is therefore 
not surprising that they went on to sell for £837,800, 
well beyond their £200,000-300,000 presale 
estimate. The group of 21 lots in morning session, 

which included some scholar objects, 
mostly sold beyond their estimates and 
totalled £1.88m against a presale low 
estimate of £467,500.  
The afternoon group comprised of 43  
lots and also performed incredibly well 
selling £927,250 against a low estimate 
of just over £100,000.  The highlight lot 
of this group was lot 325, the pair of  
19th century hongmu chairs, dengguayi, 
each with later inset marble panels to the 

splat.  After a long bidding battle between a 
bidder in the room and a number of telephones,  
they sold for £426,400 (Estimate £3,000-5,000).  

Qing imperial ceramics sold really well 
throughout the sale with every lot selling and 
most of these above the upper estimates. Of 
particular note was lot 176 the large blue and 
white ‘dragon’ dish from a German private 
collection.  The centre of the interior of the dish is 
painted with a frontal dragon writhing around a 
shou character, with four striding dragons in the 
cavetto. There is another version of a large dragon 
dish with a frontal dragon which has wings and 
instead of a shou character, there is a flaming 
pearl. The exterior of this dish has a band of 

Lot  176. A fine and rare large blue and white ‘dragon’ dish, Qianlong 
seal mark and period, 44.5cm diameter, sold for £302,400. (Estimate 
£70,000-90,000).

Lot 107. A magnificent pair of large huanghuali continuous 
yokeback armchairs, nanguanmaoyi, late Ming dynasty sold for 
£837,800. (Estimate £200,000-300,000).

Lot 325. A pair of hongmu chairs, dengguayi, Qing dynasty, 19th century, 
sold for £426,400. (Estimate £3,000-5,000). 



swirling waves with number of jagged rocks above the foot. It sold 
for £302,400 against an estimate of £70,000-90,000.  

The second highest price for Qing imperial porcelain was lot 190, 
the very rare Yongzheng mark and period blue and white ‘floral’ 
vase from an Austrian private collection. It is of a very pleasing 
compressed globular shape with a dense design of lotus, peony 
and chrysanthemum below a thin band of classic scroll at the rim 
and a key-fret at the foot.  

It had been acquired in China in the late 19th century and gifted 
to the grandmother of the owner in the 1920s. Vases of this style 
are very rare and only one related example is known in the 

Grandidier collection 
in the Guimet 
museum in Paris. With significant competitive 
bidding from six phone bidders and one online, it 
sold to one of the telephone bidders for £450,600 
(Estimate £150,000-250,000).                  

The highest selling lot of Qing imperial porcelain 
in the sale was lot 197, the magnificent and very 
large famille rose ‘dragon’ dish. It is painted to the 
centre of the interior with two lively dragons in 
bright green and pink enamels writhing around a 
shou character. It was the property of a European 
noble family and it was brought back from China 
in the mid 19th century in its unusual wooden 
frame fashioned as a table screen. It sold over the       
 upper estimate for  £496,900 (Estimate  
£260,000-360) 

One of the strengths of the sale was the  
interesting variety of ceramics from different eras 
and it was also rare treat to see such a large 

offering of Tang dynasty ceramics in one auction. The Sze 
Yuan Tang Collection of Susan Chen comprised 33 lots of 
sancai wares, many of rare types.  The two highest selling 
lots of the collection were lots 229 and 234, the rare sancai-
glazed ‘lion’ pillow and the extremely rare blue, straw and 
amber-glazed buffalo. They both sold well over their 
estimates at £132,300 and £138,600 respectively.  

The sale realised £8.6m (US$11.41m) against a low  
estimate of £4.06m with 70% selling by lot.  

Lot 190. A very rare blue and white ‘floral’ vase, 
Yongzheng mark and period, 20cm high, sold for 
£450,600. (Estimate £150,000-200,000).

Lot 197. A magnificent and very large famille rose ‘dragon’ 
dish, Yongzheng mark and period, 52.5cm diameter., sold 
for £486,900 (Estimate £260,000-360,000).

Lot 229. A rare sancai-glazed ‘lion’ pillow, Tang dynasty, 15.2cm wide, sold for £132,300. 
(Estimate £60,000-80,000).  

Lot 234. An extremely rare blue, straw and amber-glazed buffalo, Tang dynasty, 19.3cm long, 
sold for £138,600.  (Estimate £80,000-120,000). 



Bonhams London  
5 November 2020 

Fine Chinese Art   
256 Lots, Lots Sold 199 (77% sold by lot). 
Low Estimate - £2.78m, Sold £5.98m 
(US$7.84m) 
Photographs © Bonhams 

Bonhams were to hold the last major auction 
of the week and their sale coincided with 
the second period of national lockdown in 
the UK. However, this did not dampen the 
enthusiasm of an auction that was held 
behind locked doors.  

The first part of the sale was comprised of 
early material including archaic bronzes and 
sculpture. The highest selling lot of this 
section was lot 6, the very rare grey limestone 
head of Buddha Shakyamuni. It had been  
purchased by the English collector from Christie’s  
Paris in June 2011 for €133,000 when it was then  
offered from a French private collection. On this  
occasion it  sold to a telephone bidder for £300,062,  
which represents nearly a threefold increase in 9 years.  

Of the early ceramics on offer, lot 15, the rare  
Northern Song Dingyao spittoon, zhadou was the  
strongest performer. Dingyao spittoons are particularly  
rare and the fact that this had some restoration to the  
rim did not deter potential buyers. It had been purchased 
from Berwald Oriental Art by Professor Conrad Harris in  
April 2002 and it sold at the sale on the Bonhams app for 
£162,062. 

One of the highest prices in Qing imperial porcelain was  
lot 37, the very rare Yongzheng mark and period famille  
rose ‘butterflies and peonies’ dish. It was part of a group  
of pieces from the collection of Robert Stanley Hope Smith.  
Due to the vertical crack across the right side of the interior, 
a very conservative estimate had been given to it. However, the  
quality of the painting especially of the iron red peonies was 
of the first order and also dishes of this type are very rare.  
After significant bidding interest online and on the telephone  
it was eventually hammered down for £212, 562.    

Lot 6. A very rare grey limestone head of Buddha Shakyamuni, Tang dynasty, 38cm high, sold for 
£300,062, (Estimate £80,000-120,000).

Lot 15. A rare Dingyao spittoon, zhadou, Northern Song dynasty, 22cm diameter, sold for £162,562 

(Estimate £8,000-12,000). 

Lot 37. A very rare famille rose ‘butterflies and peonies’ dish, Yongzheng mark and period, 20cm diameter, 
sold for £212,562. (Estimate £3,000-5,000). 



The highest selling lot of Qing imperial porcelain was lot 
55, the Yongzheng mark and period pair of iron-red and 
green enamelled ovoid jars. Each are painted with six 
lively dragons writhing above breaking waves. They were 
purchased by the European collector from Alfred J. 
Speelman in June 1968 and they were offered with 
Bonhams in Hong Kong in December 2015 and were 
unsold with an estimate of HK$2,400,000-3,400,000 
(£230,000-330,000). This time around, they were 
estimated more sensibly at £120,000-150,000 and they 
sold to telephone bidder for £315,562. 

The small Chinese furniture section, which included some 
huanghuali pieces sold very strongly, but the stand out lot was 
in fact lot 1034, the very rare pair of imperial Yongzheng/
Qianlong inlaid lacquer display cabinets with an aristocratic 
provenance from the Palazzo Borghese in Artena, Italy. They 
had belonged to Livio Borghese (1874-1939) and were perfect 
cabinets for displaying precious objects. Each were framed 
with mother of pear inlaid gilt friezes decorated with lotus. The 
provenance and high quality accounted for them selling on the 
telephone against an online bidder for £225,062 (Estimate 
£50,000-80,000). 

Of the jade section the stand 
out lot was lot 158, the 
superb Qianlong period pale 
green jade immortals boulder. 
It had been purchased by the vendor from Christie’s New 
York’s day sale of Florence and Herbert Irving on 21 March last 
year for $75,000. The Irvings had purchased it at Spink & Son 
in 1980 and interestingly, while the vendor owned it for this 
short period, he gave it a good clean and the difference 
between the two catalogue illustrations is quite remarkable. 
After a battle of online bidders, it sold to one of them for 
£175,062, which is a significant gain in just 20 months.  

The sale overall realised £5.98m against a low estimate of 
£2.78 with 77% selling by lot.  

This rounded off a successful week of sales in London where 
the major auction houses turned over £30m against a 
combined low estimate of £14.59m and an average selling 
rate of 72%.  The event of Asian Art in London continues to 
perform well, despite difficulties of the pandemic this year,  
however, it will miss Christie’s input to this going forward. 

Lot 55. The pair of iron-red and green enamelled ovoid jars, 
Yongzheng seal marks and period, 18.5cm high, sold for 
£315,562 (Estimate £120,000-150,000). 

A pair of rare imperial gilt-lacquer and mother-of-pearl-
inlaid display cabinets, Yongzheng/Qianlong, 168.1cm 
high, sold for £225,062. (Estimate £50,000-80,000).

Lot 158. A superb pale green jade ‘immortals’ 
boulder, Qianlong period, 20cm high, sold for 
£175,062. (Estimate £70,000-100,000). 


