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Sotheby’s New York  
22 & 23 September 
Kangxi Porcelain - A Private Collection   
Lots: 27. Low Estimate: $2.07m. 

Junkunc: Chinese Jade Carvings 
Lots: 61. Low Estimate: $3.43m. 
Important Chinese Art   
Lots: 319. Low Estimate: $12.08m 
Total Lots: 407. Total Low estimate: $17.58m. 

Photographs © Sotheby’s.   

Sotheby’s New York captures the 
imagination of the market with a 
great rarity.   

With the cancellation of the Asia week of auctions 
in March earlier this year, the autumn season kicks 
off with an exciting series of sales in New York.  

Sotheby’s will be holding three sales: Kangxi 
Porcelain, A Private Collection, the fourth offering 
from the collection of Stephen Junkunc III, 
comprising jade carvings, and Important Chinese Art.   

The highlight of the Important Chinese Art sale (and 
most likely of the season) is the highly publicised 
Warring States gold, silver and glass-embellished 
bronze fang hu and cover. It has that winning 
combination of extreme rarity (only three other 
embellished examples are known), superb quality 
and impeccable provenance. Aesthetically it is a 
great object to look at as the surface shimmers with 
gold, silver and coloured glass.  

It belonged to Adolphe and Suzanne Stocklet, the 
industrialist family from Brussels who loaned it 
to the 1935-36 International Exhibition of Chinese  
Art at the Royal Academy. In 1905 the Stocklet’s 
commissioned the Secessionist designer Josef 
Hoffman to design the Palais Stocklet. The jewelled 
surfaces of this piece would not have looked out of 
place within the highly ornate interiors of this 
historically important building.  

Lot 544. A fine and exceptionally rare underglaze-blue and copper-
red ‘lotus’ bottle vase, Qianlong seal mark and period, 39.8m high. 
$150,000-200,000. 

Lot 578. An extremely rare and important gold, silver and glass-
embellished bronze vessel (fang hu), Warring States Period, 4th/3rd 
century BC, 35.1cm high. $2.5-3.5m. 



In complete contrast to this piece is lot 544, the 
Qianlong seal mark and period underglaze-blue 
and copper-red ‘lotus’ bottle vase. It is delicately  
painted to the neck and body with well 
proportioned stylized lotus on leafy scrolls. There is 
a similar example in the Tibet Museum in Beijing, 
where the copper-red colour of the lotus is more 
intense. However, its painting overall lacks the 
energy and vibrancy of this example, which 
hopefully will be very well received on the day.  

My personal pick of the Kangxi sale is lot 114, the 
underglaze-red and famille verte ‘rose’ vase. The 
globular body is exquisitely potted and the  
minimalist painting of the two roses rising from the 
base accentuates its form by leaving such a 
significant surface area undecorated. The 
combination of copper-red and famille verte is 
particularly rare and this is no doubt a gem to hold 
in the hand.  

The sixty-one lot sale of jades from the Junkunc 
collection has some fine examples of predominantly 
later jade. Of particular note is lot 209, the Kangxi/
Yongzheng period green and russet jade ‘Daoist 
immortals’ group depicted as four boys amongst 
pierced craggy rocks.  

A striking and unusual piece is lot 211, the jade 
mountain modelled as a scholar’s rock, which 
incorporates lingzhi ‘growing’ in its lower reaches. 
This rock formation in miniature is ideally suited to 
the scholar’s table, which gives full reign to the 
viewer’s imagination  

   Another major highlight of the Important Chinese   
   Art sale is lot 570, the archaic bronze ritual food  
   vessel (gui), which successfully combines  
   particularly crisp casting with a highly unusual  
   bright green patina.  

   

Kangxi Porcelain, A Private Collection  
Lot 117. A rare celadon-glazed ‘dragon’ amphora vase, Kangxi mark 
and period, 19.5cm high. $300,000-500,000. 

Lot 114. A rare and exceptional underglaze-red and famille verte 
‘rose’ vase, Kangxi mark and period, 8.9cm high. $300,000-400,000. 
Lot 113. A fine peachbloom-glazed brush washer, Kangxi mark and 
period, 12.1cm diameter. $120,000-150,000. 

Junkunc: Chinese Jade Carvings  
Lot 211. An extraordinary and rare pale celadon jade mountain, 
Qing dynasty, 18th century, 29.4cm high. $100,000-150,000.  

Lot 209. An exceptionally rare pale green and russet jade ‘Daoist 
immortals’ group, Qing dynasty, Yongzheng period, 9.8m high. 
$100,000-150,000.  

Lot 252. An extremely important and rare celadon and russet jade 
horses head, Han-Six dynasties, 9.7cm high $600,000-900,000.

Important Chinese Art 
Lot 570. An important archaic bronze ritual food vessel (gui), Western Zhou dynasty, 29.5cm wide. $100,000-150,000.   
Lot 557. A fine and extremely rare famille rose bowl, Yongzheng Yuzhi mark and period, 12cm diameter. $250,000-350,000. 
Lot 596. A gilt-bronze figure of Vairocana, Liao dynasty, 21.9cm high. $200,000-300,000. 



Christie’s New York  
24 & 25 September 
Sacred and Imperial: The James and  
Marilynn Alsdorf Collection Parts 1 & 2   
Chinese Lots: 126. Low Estimate: $3.68m. 

Important Chinese Ceramics and  
Works of Art     
Lots: 317. Low Estimate: $11.2m. 
Total Lots - 443. Total Low estimate - $14.88. 
Photographs © Christies.


Christie’s autumn season will get underway with 
their two part auction of the James and Marilynn 
Alsdorf collection - Sacred and Imperial. 
The Aldorf’s were prominent Chicago 
philanthropists and both had close associations 
with the Art Institute of Chicago. Their collecting 
interests were wide and encompassed Islamic, 
Indian, Japanese, South East Asian, as well as 
European traditional and modern art.  
The major highlight of the Chinese section of part 
1 is lot 809, the Sui dynasty rare and important 
marble head of Buddha. It is particularly finely 
carved with a peaceful downcast gaze, 
pendulous ears and prominent ushnisha. It was 
originally most likely part of a full standing figure 
and Christie’s have drawn comparisons to full 
length figures in the British Museum (in the North 
stairwell), the Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto 
and the Nezu Museum, Tokyo.  
It was originally bought by the French-American 
collector David David-Weill. He was born in San 
Francisco in 1871 and was to become a 
prominent banker. The sculpture was confiscated 
during the Nazi occupation of Paris, but was later 
restituted to David-Weill after the Second World 
War. It sold at Sotheby’s London in February 
1972 and the Alsdorf’s purchased it in 1979 from 
Eskenazi Ltd.  
A strong highlight of the monochrome ceramics 
section is lot 812, the Kangxi mark and period 
peachbloom-glazed water pot, taibai zun. This 
piece epitomises the successful combination of a 
bright and striking monochrome crushed 
strawberry-red glaze, with a bold and beautifully 
rounded form.  

Lot 809. A very rare and important marble head of Buddha, Sui 
dynasty, 29.9cm high. $500,000-700,000. 

Lot 1616. A very rare pair of famille rose ‘boys’ jars and covers 
Qianlong six-character seal marks and period, 28.5cm high. 
$800,000-1.200,000. 



The major highlight of Qing imperial ceramics 
in the Important Chinese Ceramics and Works of 
Art sale is lot 1616, the pair of Qianlong seal 
mark and period famille rose ‘boys jars and 
covers. These are particularly rare and only one 
other example of this shape and design of 16 
boys exists in the Shenyang Palace Museum in 
China.  

The interplay of colour between the iron-red 
and underglaze blue is particularly striking in 
these vases and helps to convey this idyllic  
setting for children at play.  

The highlight of the early Ming ceramics is lot 
1551, the important Yongle period blue and 
white ‘auspicious flower’ dish. The exterior of 
which has been incised below the rim with the 
collectors mark of the 5th Mughal emperor 
Shah Jahan (1628-1658) and bears the 
inscription The Second Lord of the [Celestial] 
Conjunction and  the date corresponding to 
1637-38. Shah Jahan was most famously 
remembered for building the Taj Mahal in Agra 
from 1632-48 as a mausoleum for his wife 
Mumtaz Mahal. 

The sale also features three lots from the Irving   
Collection, the most significant of which is lot  
1543, the large and finely carved white jade  
‘elephant and boys’ group. It depicts two boys 
seated on the back of the animal holding a 
vase of flowers. They are conversing with a 
bearded foreigner, who is holding a floral spray 
and a ruyi sceptre. 
It was purchased by the Irvings from Spink & 
Son, Ltd., London in 1983 and was reputed to 
have come from the Chinese dealer C.T. Loo 
(1880-1957).  The combination of its size, the 
quality of the material (which is of an even white 
tone) and its carving is all of the first order and it     

  should be very well received on the day. 

Sacred and Imperial: The James and Marilynn 
Alsdorf Collection, Part 1 & 2.  
Lot 810. A very rare gilt-bronze figure of white-robed Guanyin Ming 
dynasty, 15th century, 25.6cm high. $400,000-600,000. 

Lot 812. A superb peachbloom-glazed water pot, taibai zun, Kangxi mark 
and period, 12.4cm diameter. $150,000-250,000. 
Lot 817. A very rare Ru-type brush washer, Qianlong six-character seal 
mark and period, 12.9cm diameter. $100,000-150,000. 

Important Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art 
Lot 1543. A large and finely carved white jade ‘elephant and boys’ group,  
Qianlong period, 19.5cm high. $300,000-500,000. 

Lot 1551. An important blue and white barbed ‘auspicious flower’ dish 
with the mark of Shah Jahan, Ming dynasty, Yongle period, 37.8cm 
diameter. $200,000-300,000. 

Lot 1526. A rare, large and finely cast bronze ritual tripod food vessel and 
cover, ding, Spring and Autumn period, 52.7cm wide. $350,000-450,000.  

Lot 1623. A magnificent and extremely rare silk brocade qiu xiangxe 
‘dragon’ robe, longpao, early 18th century, 201.9cm wide 
$100,000-150,000. 

Lot 1615. A very rare Ming-style under-glaze blue-decorated yellow-
enamelled vase, meiping, Qianlong six-character seal mark and period, 
32.8cm high. $300,000-500,000. 



Bonhams New York  
21 September. 
Elegant Embellishments 
Lots 63. Low Estimate $543,500. 

Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art 
Lots 252.  Low Estimate $1.71m. 
Total Lots 315. Total Low Estimate $2.25m 
Photographs © Bonhams. 


Bonhams will begin the week of auctions in New 
York with its sale of Elegant Embellishments. The 63 
lot sale of hair ornaments, belt hooks, and jewellery 
features 50 lots from the Renlu Collection, which 
were collected over 25 years by the well known Los 
Angeles designer Robert Kuo.  

One of the stand out lots is lot 308, the Warring 
States/Western Han period fine and rare bronze 
garment hook. It is inlaid in turquoise and silver, 
with one end terminating with a gilt-bronze dragon 
and the other a bear.    

The sale of Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art  
follows directly after this and features some fine 
Qing monochromes, early sculpture and Chinese 
paintings.  

A major highlight of the sale is lot 159, the fine    
and rare marble torso of Maitreya, which depicts  
the headless bodhisattva seated with his robes  

   falling rhythmically across his body.  
   

Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art 
Lot 246. Qi Baishi, Narcissus, Rocks and Quail, 155.5 x 42.5cm. $80,000-120,000. 
Lot 206. A fine peachbloom-glazed waterpot, taibai zun, Kangxi mark and period, 
8.5cm high, $80,000-120,000. 

Lot 212. A lemon-yellow enamelled bowl, Yongzheng mark and period, 11cm 
diameter. $30,000-50,000. 

Lot 211. A rare ruby-pink enamelled bowl, Yongzheng mark and period, 9.7cm 
diameter. $30,000-50,000.

Lot 139. An archaic bronze wine vessel, gu, Shang dynasty, 31cm 
high. $50,000-70,000. 

Lot 195. A large chestnut-glazed pottery horse, Tang dynasty, 83cm 
high. $80,000-100,000.

Elegant Embellishments 
Lot 308. A fine and rare inlaid bronze garment hook, Warring States/
Western Han period, 21.3cm long. $20,000-30,000. 
Lot 361. A pair of gold phoenix hairpins, fengchai, 10th-14th century, 
13.3cm long. $30,000-40,000. 
Lot 335. A gold ‘dragon’ bracelet, shouzhuo, 18th/19th century, 7.9cm 
diameter. $8,000-12,000. 
Lot 362. A fine and rare gold ‘phoenix’ headband, mid-late Qing 
dynasty, 19.3cm diameter. $180,000-220,000.

Lot 159. A Fine and rare marble torso of Maitreya, 
Tang dynasty, 80cm high. $200,000-300,000


