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Freemans sell an extremely rare 
Yongzheng mark and period carved and 
underglaze red ‘dragons and waves’ vase 
for $2.31m.  

Ben Farina, Freeman’s seasoned specialist was at 
the rostrum when lot 12 came up for sale on 8 
April. The vase had attracted considerable 
interest prior to the sale, so perhaps it was no 
great surprise that the bidding got under way at 
$1.2m and rapidly climbed in $100,000 intervals, 
with five phone bidders, to reach its final figure. 

The vase was originally from the collection of 
Sheelah M. Langan (1910-1993), who served in 
the US foreign service from the Second World 
War to 1970. How it came to auction was one of 
those great discovery stories, where it was 
spotted by a sharp-eyed estate advisor in the home of the family. It 
had apparently been sitting on a mantlepiece for many years holding 
a couple of American flags.   

The vase is based on a Ming dynasty, Yongle period prototype and 
comes in two sizes. At 28.2cm high, this is the smaller of the two and  
of this size, there are two other similar examples known: one which is 
in the Cleveland Museum of Art and the other which was formerly in 
the Manno Museum, Japan and was sold by Christie’s London, on 21 
June 2001.  
 
The vase depicts a large writhing five-claw dragon to each side 
carved in low relief, over a smaller one. The design, with the 
backdrop of underglaze copper-red crashing waves, would have been 
particularly complicated to execute, combining relief carving and 
painting. Despite this, the artist has successfully created a dramatic 
three-dimensional scene, which is no mean feat on a curved porcelain 
surface.     

The theme of larger and smaller dragons relates to the saying Canlong 
jiaozi, (the Eastern (Blue) dragon teaching his son), which eludes to 
imperial succession through careful guidance, which has particular 
significance in the roles of the three Qing emperors Kangxi, 
Yongzheng and Qianlong. 1. 

Lot 12.  A  carved and underglaze red "Dragons and Waves" vase, meiping, 
Yongzheng six-character mark and of the period, 28.2cm high, sold for 
$2.31m. (Estimate £150,000-250,000). 

Yongzheng six-character mark to the base. 

1. The Complete Collections of Treasures of the Palace Museum, Blue and White Porcelain with Underglaze Red (III), 2012. 

Sheelah M Langan (1910-1993).



Jade Highlights from Sotheby’s sale of the Family  
Collection of the late Countess Mountbatten of Burma:  
The Sir Ernest Cassel (1852-1921) connection.  

On 24 March, Sotheby’s sold the collection of the Mountbatten family from 
Newhouse, Mersham in Kent. The sale consisted of 385 lots of jewellery, 
furniture, paintings, sculpture, silver, objects d’art and Chinese works of art.  

The most significant highlights of the 37 lot Chinese section was a group of 15 
jades and hard stones that had belonged to the 2nd Countess’s maternal great 
grandfather, Sir Ernest Cassel. Cassel was born and raised in Prussia and moved to 
England at the age of 17. With a great capacity for hard work and and strong 
business sense, he was to become a successful merchant banker, specialising in 
mining, infrastructure and heavy industry. Cassel purchased Brook House in Park 
Lane from the 2nd Baron of Tweedmouth in 1904. The interiors were lavishly 
furnished and contained his large collections of jade and silver. 

The top selling piece from the group was lot 235, the rare Qianlong period celadon 
jade teapot and cover. Intricately carved to each side with a taotie design, it was to 
sell for £176,400 nearly ten times its mid estimate.  Another highlight piece was 
lot 231, the rare white jade figure of a buddhist lion.  The reclining animal is 
powerfully carved with its head turned towards its tail as it clutches a 
brocade ball with its front paws. It sold for £90,000 (estimate  
£15,000-25,000).   

The sale raised £5.62m in total with the Chinese section netting 
£745,794. 

Lot 222.  A large spinach jade vase and 
cover, Qing dynasty, Qianlong period, 
31.2cm high sold for £50,400 (Estimate: 
£15,000-25,000).  
Provenance: Sir Ernest Cassel (1852-1921). 

Lot 227.  A rare spinach jade archaic vessel and cover, 
fang ding, Qing dynasty, Qianlong period, 18.2cm high 
sold for £75,600 (Estimate: £7,000-9,000).  
Provenance: Sir Ernest Cassel (1852-1921).

Lot 231. A rare white jade figure of a buddhist lion, 
18th century, 11.4cm wide, sold for £90,720  
(Estimate: £15,000-25,000). 
Provenance: Sir Ernest Cassel (1852-1921). 

Lot 235.  A rare celadon jade teapot and cover, and cover, 
Qing dynasty, Qianlong period,18cm wide, sold for 
£176,400 (Estimate: £15,000-25,000).  
Provenance: Sir Ernest Cassel (1852-1921). 

Sir Ernest Joseph Cassel (1852-1921)

Patricia Knatchbull, Lady Brabourne, 2nd 
Countess Mountbatten of Burma and John 
Knatchbull, 7th Baron Brabourne.

Brook House, 113 Park Lane, Mayfair, circa 1870.


