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Sotheby’s New York,  
22 & 23 September   
Kangxi Porcelain - A Private Collection    
27 Lots, 19 Lots Sold (70% by lot).   
Low Estimate: $2.07m, Sold $4.51m. 
Junkunc: Chinese Jade Carvings 
Lots 61 Lots, 44 Sold (72% sold by lot). 
Low Estimate: $3.43m, Sold $6.25m. 

Important Chinese Art   
319 Lots, 229 Lots Sold (72% sold by lot). 
Low Estimate - $12.08m, Sold $22.35m. 

Season Totals. Lots: 407, Total Sold 292 (71% by lot).  
Low Estimate: $17.58m, Sold $33.12m. 
Photographs © Sotheby’s. All prices quoted include buyer’s premium.  

The autumn New York Asia week of sales were a resounding 
success and an endorsement in the strength of the Chinese 
market. Sotheby’s achieved a total of $33.12m, nearly doubling its 
low estimate of $17.58m, with a selling rate of 71% by lot. The 
decision of the auction houses to delay their March sales was 
clearly vindicated as the mood amongst buyers was now much 
more positive than it had been earlier in the year.  

The first day of sales on Tuesday 22 September began with Kangxi 
Porcelain - A Private Collection, of which 19 out of 27 lots sold 
(70%) for $4.51m (low estimate - $2.07). The group of 5 
peachbloom-glazed lots for the scholar’s table was a highlight of 
the sale and collectively netted $2.11m (low estimate - $560,000). 
The top lot of this group and of the sale was lot 116, the 
peachbloom-glazed ‘chrysanthemum’ vase. The lot was contested 
between two telephone and one online bidder and sold to the 
latter for $746,000 (Estimate $100,000 - 150,000).  

The second highest lot of this group was lot 103, the fine 
peachbloom-glazed amphora vase which again sold significantly 
above its $200,000-300,000 estimate for $564,500. 

This sale was directly followed by Junkunc: Chinese Jade Carvings, 
which netted $6.25m against its low of $3.43m with 44 out of 61 
lots selling (72%). The top lot of the sale and second in the series 
of sales, was lot 227 the large Qianlong period yellow and russet 
jade carving of a mythical beast. With five telephone bidders, the 
bidding quickly rose over the estimate and two battled it out from 
$900,000 to where it finally sold for $1.71m.  

The auctioneer selling lot 578, the exceptionally rare and important 
gold, silver and glass-embellished bronze vessel, (fang hu), Warring 
States period for $7m hammer ($8.3m with buyer’s premium).

Lot 209. An exceptionally rare pale green and 
russet jade ‘Daoist immortals’ group, Qing 
dynasty, Yongzheng period, 9.8m high, sold for 
$576,600. (Estimate $100,000-150,000). 

Lot 103. A fine peachbloom-glazed amphora 
vase, Kangxi mark and period, 15.4cm high, sold 
for $564,500 (Estimate $200,000-300,000).



Another highlight of the sale was lot 209, the Yongzheng period 
exceptionally rare pale green and russet ‘Daoist immortals’ 
group. Delicately carved with a group of four immortals as 
children amongst waves and rocks, it sold for $576, against its 
$100,000-150,000 estimate.  

The sale of Important Chinese Art was held on Wednesday  
23 September and took over seven and a half hours without a 
break with a tag team of three auctioneers. The sale realised 
$22.35m against a $12.08m low estimate with 72% selling by lot.  

The top lot of the sale and of the week was lot 578 the much 
anticipated important and extremely rare Warring States period, 
4th/3rd century B.C. gold, silver and glass-embellished bronze 
vessel (fang hu). The bidding commenced on the telephone 
at $2.3m and rose with a room and three other telephone 
bidders to $4.3m with two taking it to $7m ($8.3m with 
buyers premium).  

The sale also featured a group of 22 early Buddhist gilt-
bronzes from a Japanese collection. The collection sold for 
$1.8m (low estimate - $860,000) and the highlight of the 
group was lot 596, the Liao dynasty gilt-bronze figure of 
Vairocana, beautifully cast and gilded with the figure seated 
on a lotus base. It sold for $988,000, well beyond its 
$200,000-300,000 estimate.  

Top Lots at Sotheby’s New York  

Lot 227. A large yellow and russet 
jade carving of a mythical beast, 
Qianlong period, 15cm long sold for 
$1.71m (Estimate 
$200,000-300,000).

Lot 116. A rare peachbloom glazed 
‘chrysanthemum’ vase, Kangxi mark and 
period   21cm high, sold for $746,000  
(Estimate $100,000-150,000).

Lot 596 A gilt-bronze figure of Vairocana, 
Liao dynasty, 21.9cm high, sold for 
$988,000. (Estimate $200,000-300,000).

Lot 648. An extremely rare and  
large pair of Bronze figures of 
scholar officials, Ming dynasty, 
16th/17th century,  172cm high 
(Estimate $400,000-600,000).

Lot 578. An extremely rare and important 
gold, silver and glass-embellished 
bronze vessel (fang hu), Warring States 
Period, 4th/3rd century B.C., 35.1cm 
high, sold for $8.3m (Estimate 
$2.5-3.5m.)

Lot 544. A fine and exceptionally rare 
underglaze-blue and copper-red ‘lotus’ 
bottle vase, Qianlong seal mark and 
period, 39.8m high, sold for $842,800 
(Estimate $150,000-200,000). 

Lot 557. A fine and extremely rare famille rose  
bowl, Yongzheng Yuzhi mark and period, 12cm 
diameter, sold for $3276,600. (Estimate 
$250,000-350,000). 

An important archaic bronze ritual food vessel 
(gui), Western Zhou dynasty, 29.5cm wide, sold 
for $478,800. (Estimate $100,000-150,000).



Sotheby’s Important Chinese Art viewing galleries, New York. 

Photographs © Sotheby’s Images.



Christie’s New York,  
24 & 25 September. 
Sacred and Imperial: The James and  
Marilynn Alsdorf Collection Parts 1 & 2    
126 Chinese Lots, 123 Lots Sold (97% by Lot).  
Low Estimate - $3.68m, Sold $14.58m. 
Important Chinese Ceramics and  
Works of Art      
317 Lots, 273 Lots Sold (86% by lot). 
Low Estimate - $11.2m, Sold $28.38m.  
Season Totals. Lots: 443, Total Sold 396 (89% by lot).  
Low Estimate: $14.88m, Sold $42.96m. 
Photographs © Christies.


Christie’s also held their sales over two days and employed a 
slightly different approach to their auction by adopting a relay 
auctioneer in Hong Kong and both were simultaneously 
displayed to viewers online. This tended to slow the auction 
process down somewhat, but certainly added some drama to 
what was primarily an online affair and was reflected in their 
successful season total of $42.96m against a low estimate of 
$14.88m with 396 of the 443 total lots selling (89%). It is to be 
noted that these results include only the Chinese section from 
the Alsdorf Collection.  

Their first day began on 24 September with the two part sale 
of sale Sacred and Imperial: The James and Marilynn Alsdorf 
Collection parts 1 & 2. The two most significant sections of 
this sale comprised Buddhist sculpture and imperial Qing 
monochrome ceramics. The top lot of Chinese sculpture was 
lot 809 the very rare and important Sui dynasty marble head 
of Buddha. It had come from the American-French collector 
David David-Weill and was sold by Eskenazi Ltd to the 
Aldorfs in 1979. After bidding between telephone bidders in 
New York and Hong Kong, it was knocked down to one in 
Hong Kong for $2.25m (Estimate $500,000-700,000).  

The top monochrome lot from the sale was lot 817 the very 
rare Qianlong seal mark and period Ru-type brush washer 
(Estimate $100,000-150,000). This elegant form is superbly 
potted with a bow string line just below the rim and is 
covered with an even pale blue glaze. Competing with three 
telephones from New York and one from Hong Kong, it was 
purchased by a Hong Kong online bidder for $562,500.  

Auctioneers Liang-Lin Chen and Rahul Kadakia in Hong Kong 
and New York working together online. 

Lot 817. A very rare Ru-type brush washer, Qianlong 
seal mark and period, 12.9cm diameter, sold for 
$562,500. (Estimate $100,000-150,000). 

Lot 810. A very rare gilt-bronze figure of White-
Robed Guanyin, Ming dynasty, 15th century, 
25.6cm high, sold for $942,000. (Estimate 
$400,000-600,000). 



The sale of Important Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art was held on 
25 September and was also a marathon of over 11 hours of 
continuous selling by a tag team of seven auctioneers. It realised 
$28.37 against a low of $11.2m with 273 lots of 317 (86%) selling.  

The opening section was a group of 25 archaic bronzes belonging to 
an important Asian collection. The group realised $2.23m against a 
low estimate of $734,000 and was purchased in its entirety by one 
Hong Kong telephone bidder - 8210. The top lot of the archaic 
bronze section was lot 1526 the rare, large and finely cast bronze 
ritual tripod food vessel and cover, ding from a private American 
collection. It sold for $1.08m against an estimate of 
$350,000-450,000.  

Another highlight of this section was lot 1512, the rare bronze ritual 
wine vessel (hu) (Estimate $80,000-120,000). Unusual with its bird 
finial to the cover and its backward leaning neck, it went on to sell at 
over five times the mid estimate for $562,000.  

The top jade lot of the sale and from the collection of Herbert and 
Florence Irving was lot 1543, the Qianlong period large and finely 
carved white jade ‘elephant and boys’ group. The colour of the stone 
and the carving was particularly fine and attracted the bidding of a 
well known Hong Kong collector who purchased it for $1m (Estimate 
$300,000-500,000).  

The most significant lot of Qing imperial ceramics was lot 1616, the 
very rare pair of Qianlong seal mark and period famille rose ‘boys’ 
jars and covers. These brightly enamelled jars sold to a New York 
telephone bidder for $1.65m (Estimate $800,000-1,200,000).  

Top Lots at Christie’s New York 

Lot 1512. A rare bronze ritual wine 
vessel (hu), Spring and Autumn period, 
late 6th to early 5th century B.C., 32.3cm 
high, sold for $562,500 (Estimate 
$80,000-120,000).

Lot 809. A very rare and important marble head 
of Buddha, Sui dynasty, 29.9cm high, sold for 
$2.25m. (Estimate $500,000-700,000.) 

Lot 1531. A Magnificent large grey limestone 
standing figure of Buddha, Northern Qi 
dynasty, 19.2cm high, sold for $2.55m 
(Estimate $400,000-600,000).

Lot 1543. A large and finely carved  
white jade ‘elephant and boys’ group,  
Qianlong period, 19.5cm high, sold for $1m. 
(Estimate $300,000-500,000. 

Lot 1526. A rare, large and finely cast 
bronze ritual tripod food vessel and cover, 
ding, Spring and Autumn period, 52.7cm 
wide, sold for $1.08m. (Estimate 
$350,000-450,000).

Lot 1616. A very rare pair of famille 
rose ‘boys’ jars and covers Qianlong 
six-character seal marks and period, 
28.5cm high, sold for $1.65m. 
(Estimate $800,000-1.200,000). 

Lot 1551. An important blue and white barbed 
‘auspicious flower’ dish, with the mark of Shah 
Jahan, Yongle period, 37.8cm diameter, sold for 
$1.47m (Estimate $200,000-300,000).

A very rare Ming-style underglaze blue-
decorated yellow enamelled vase, meiping, 
Qianlong seal mark and of the period, 
32.8cm high, sold for $625,000. (Estimate 
$300,000-500,000).



Christie’s Important Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art viewing galleries at Rockefeller Center, New York. 
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Bonhams New York  
21 September. 
Elegant Embellishments 
63 Lots, 30 Lots Sold (46% by lot). 
Low Estimate - $543,500, Sold $151,000.  
Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art 
252 Lots, 199 Lots Sold (78% by lot). 
Low Estimate - $1.71m, Sold $1.75m.  
Season Totals. Lots: 315, Total Sold 229 (72% by lot).  
Low Estimate: $2.25m, Sold $1.9m. 
Photographs © Bonhams.


Bonhams held their two sales on Monday 21 September and realised 
$1.9m against a low estimate of $2.25m.  

The top selling lot of the Fine Chinese Paintings and Works of Art sale 
was lot 246 the Qi Baishi Narcissus, Rock and Quail. This subject is 
somewhat rare in Qi Baishi’s work and most are pointed from the 1920s 
to the 1930s. It sold for $437,575 (Estimate $80,000-120,000).   

The second highest selling lot of the day was the pair of 18th century 
inscribed jade and hardstone overlay lacquer panels. Each depict 
magpies and pheasants on branches of prunus and peony respectively in 
jade, coral, mother of pearl, wood and other semi-precious stones. The 
incised poems in clerical script are signed by the calligrapher Chen Jin 
Jian. It sold for $387,575 against an estimate of $20,000-30,000. 

The highest selling jade of the day was lot 140, the 18th/19th century 
pale celadon jade ‘double gourd’ vase and cover (Estimate 
$30,000-50,000). It may well have been one of a pair, as it was inscribed 
with four of the Buddhist ‘Eight Auspicious Emblems’. It sold for $62,575. 

Top Lots at Bonhams New York 
Lot 246. Qi Baishi (1862-1957), Narcissus, Rock and Quail, ink and colour on paper, 155cm by 42.5cm, sold for $437,575. (Estimate $80,000-120,000). 
Lot 186. A pair of jade and hardstone overlay lacquer panels, imperial workshops, 18th century, 105.7cm by 71.8cm, sold for $387,575. (Estimate $20,000-30,000) 
Lot 140 A pale celadon jade ‘double gourd’ vase and cover, 18th/19th century, 28.6cm high, sold for $62,575 (Estimate $30,000-50,000).  
Lot 139. An archaic bronze wine vessel, gu, Shang dynasty, 31cm high, sold for $50,075. (Estimate $50,000-70,000). 
211 Lot. A rare ruby-pink enamelled bowl, Yongzheng mark and period, 9.7cm diameter, sold for $47,575. (Estimate $30,000-50,000). 
Lot 329. A crystal and gold bead necklace, Liao dynasty or later, 37cm long, sold for $15,075 (Estimate $10,000-15,000).


